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MUSIC	 			                   	 George Mason University  
					     Jazz Ensemble

ACADEMIC PROCESSION*		   

NATIONAL ANTHEM			   George Mason University  
					     Jazz Ensemble

WELCOME	 			   HENRY N. BUTLER 
					     Dean and Professor of Law

STUDENT SPEAKERS	 		  PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO 
					     Student Bar Association President

					     VICTÓRIA DELIBERADOR MARTINELLI 
					     LLM Class Speaker

					     KATIE J. MACDOWELL 
					     Day Class Speaker

					     JUNE “BONNIE” M. KELLY 
					     Evening Class Speaker

INTRODUCTION OF FACULTY SPEAKER	 HENRY N. BUTLER 
					     Dean and Professor of Law

FACULTY SPEAKER ADDRESS	 	 MICHAEL DAVIS 
					     Senior Lecturer in Law

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER	 HENRY N. BUTLER 
					     Dean and Professor of Law

GUEST SPEAKER ADDRESS	 	 NOEL JOHN FRANCISCO 
					     Solicitor General of the United States

SPECIAL RECOGNITION	 	

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS		

CLOSING REMARKS			   HENRY N. BUTLER 
					     Dean and Professor of Law

RECESSIONAL*

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

*Audience should remain seated.
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WELCOME TO THE CLASS OF 2018.

Graduates, we are extraordinarily proud of you and honored to share this memorable 

occasion with your families.

Since its inception, George Mason University’s Law School has delivered a distinctive and

creative approach to legal education and scholarship. This commitment has resulted 

in our law school being ranked in the top-tier of American law schools for eighteen 

consecutive years.

We appreciate all the hard work of today’s graduates, including your effort and commitment 

to our core tenet of “LEARN. CHALLENGE. LEAD,” by learning the law from some of the best 

scholars in America (LEARN), interacting and engaging with intellectual vigor (CHALLENGE), 

and taking leading roles (LEAD) as your careers move forward. You are well prepared to 

have a fulfilling and successful career. 

Graduates, no matter where your legal career takes you, I hope you will stay connected 

with Mason’s Scalia Law. Please become engaged with our strong and active alumni 

network. Return for our annual picnic on November 3, 2018.  Most importantly, please 

give back by mentoring and hiring our students! Your support is vital as we continue on 

our mission to move “Onward and Upward.”

Congratulations to you and your families on this tremendous achievement.

Best wishes,

Henry N. Butler
Dean and Professor of Law
Antonin Scalia Law School
George Mason University



NOEL JOHN FRANCISCO
SOLICITOR GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

Noel John Francisco was sworn in as the 48th Solicitor General of the United States 

on September 19, 2017.

Prior to joining the Justice Department, he was a partner in the Washington, DC 

office of Jones Day, where he was the chair of the Firm’s Government Regulation 

Practice.  While at Jones Day, he appeared several times before the Supreme Court, 

including in McDonnell v. United States, which involved the meaning of “official act” 

under federal bribery statutes; Zubik v. Burwell, which involved the application of the 

Religious Freedom Restoration Act to regulations related to insurance coverage for 

contraception; and NLRB v. Noel Canning, which involved the Constitution’s recess 

appointment power.  He has also argued numerous cases in the lower federal and 

state courts on a wide range of constitutional, civil, and criminal matters.

From 2001 to 2003, Mr. Francisco served in the Office of Counsel to the President as 

Associate Counsel to President George W. Bush, and from 2003 to 2005 he served 

as a Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of 

Legal Counsel.

Mr. Francisco was raised in Oswego, NY.  He received his B.A. with honors in 1991 from 

the University of Chicago, and a J.D. with high honors in 1996 from the University of 

Chicago Law School. After law school, Mr. Francisco served as a law clerk to Judge 

J. Michael Luttig of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit before 

clerking for Associate Justice Antonin Scalia of the United States Supreme Court.

GRADUATES
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GUEST SPEAKER



MASTER OF LAWS 
DEGREES

GLOBAL ANTITRUST LAW  
AND ECONOMICS

NOBUTAKA YASUI

INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY

SALAHUDIN E. ALI
NICK CHURCHILL
PHILLIP B. DAVIS
DONGMYUNG KIM
EUN JIN KIM
MIRELLA SANTOS VELOSO
ROBERT E. WATSON

LAW AND ECONOMICS

DAVID WILLIAM JOHNSON
JONATHAN M. ZALEWSKI

U.S. LAW

SADHANA BHETUWAL
ISHTIAQUE HOSSAIN
FLAVIA LOBATO HUANG
DARIIA MARENETS
VICTÓRIA DELIBERADOR MARTINELLI
LAKSHMI MITTAL
MARINA RAKOVA

HAIDER MUNDHER ABDULHADI SEMAISIM
YULIYA VEREMIYENKO

JURIS DOCTOR AND 
MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION DUAL
DEGREES

MAEVE HARPER
ASHLEY POST

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREES

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO
WHITNEY LYNN ANTONIONO
KYLE T. ARMSTRONG
THOMAS PAUL ARMSTRONG
KIRK R. ARNER
TIFFANY H. BATES
KEITH RAND BISHOP
DAVID A. L. BROWN
ERNO L. BUKY
JESSICA LYNN BUSH
ERICA BUTKIEWICZ
FLOYD E. CANFIELD
CHETAN CHANDRA
SARAH ASHLEY COHEN
RICHARD G. COLE III
JACOB CONARCK
XUE F. CONNELLY
CHARLES CRAWFORD-SILVA
ALYSSA DAVIES
HANNAH ELIZABETH DEARDORFF

EMMA KRUGER DEVANEY
ELLIOT DOMIO
ANNA E. DRYDEN
THERESA DU
SARAH E. ELOUARADIA
JORDAN RICHARD ELTON
LAUREN E. FETSCH
NICHOLAS FISCHER
JULIAN B. FLAMANT
DAVID FOX
JASMINE S. GANDHI
SARAH MARIE GENTRY
LEE T. GLEASON
JEREMY ELIJAH NOAH GLENN
STEPHANIE ANN GOLDBERG
TYLER GRIMM
ERICH DAVID GROME
DAVID C. HAGAN
RAKIN R. HAMAD
KERI HAMILTON
KRISTIN MICHELLE HANNA
KRISTEN A. HARRIS
DAVID M. HART 
MANDI HART
JENNIFER EILEEN HAUSER
JACOB HEDTKE
EVER M. HESS
EVAN THOMAS HICKS
AMY C. HILTON
SAMANTHA HOGUE
JARED HARDIN HOOD
STEVEN A. HORN
REILY SCOTT INMAN

ALEC STEPHEN JOHNSTON
NEBYE KAHSSAI
MATTHEW MICHAEL KARAS
NAVID KASHANI
JUNE “BONNIE” M. KELLY
JUYOUNG KIM
LINDSEY KIMMITT
CHRISTOPHER KING
MATTHEW J. KOZAKOWSKI
JOSEPH J. KUCAN III
ABIGAIL MARGUERITE KUHN
SARAH LARSON
PAM WALSH LEE
MATTHEW LEIN
CAITLYN LIGHTNER
ANGELA MASON LONDON
KATIE J. MACDOWELL
NICOLE MANU
MONICA R. MARTINEZ
DANIEL MASAKAYAN
COLETTE LAURA MCCRONE
CAITLIN MARGARET MCHALE
MATT MCINTEE
ABIGAIL ANNE MCNELIS
MICHAEL LAWRENCE MITCHELL
FRANNIE MONASTERIO
EMILY ROSE NERINO
KATHERINE NOVAK
MICHAEL O’KEEFE
CURTIS A. ORSHOSKI
JULIA E. PALERMO
GLORIA CAROLINE PAREDES
GEOFFREY KYLE PECHIE
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DANIEL PELLETT
PATRICK ROCCO PENNELLA
REVA GRACE PHILLIPS
THOMAS JAMES PINC
KARA LAURA PODRAZA
ROYAL PURVIS JR.
SARAH RACATAIAN-FRICK
AYSHE MARIE RHODES
CHERYL LYNN RICHARDSON
ALLISON K. RIDDLE
CHRISTOPHER ROBERTSON
ALEXANDRA FELICIA RODRIGUEZ
TIM RODRIGUEZ
LAURA JANE ROSENBERGER
MAX WILLIAM ROSS
IAN GERARDO ROY
THOMAS RUCKER
SHANNON RUSSELL
RAY SAMARA
LAURA A. SARACINA
ANNA J. SCHAFFNER
ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
DANIEL J. SHAPIRO
CHRISTOPHER SHIMIZU
ELIZABETH SHRIEVES
TOGHRUL SHUKURLU
SARAH E. SILVEIRA
BRIAN SILVER
ALEXA SMALL
CHELSEA C. SMITH
TIMOTHY SNYDER
TINNY SONG
JONATHAN R. SOO HOO

EMILY A. SPENCE
TARA A. STARK
RICHARD QUILTY STERNS
KATHRYN CARLY SWAIN
MATTHEW E. SWEET
ANMOL KUMAR S. THAKUR
DAVID C. THORNTON
SAMANTHA RAE TRUSSELL
CAITLIN ELIZABETH VAN SANT
YUCHENG “JOHNNY” WANG
COLIN S. WIGLER
MELISA WINK
THOMAS J. WITKOWSKI
REBECCA WOLFSON
HANNAH JASMINE WURL
LOUISE ZWICKER
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SUMMA CUM LAUDE

PAM WALSH LEE
KATIE J. MACDOWELL

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

NICHOLAS FISCHER
DAVID FOX

MANDI HART
MATTHEW LEIN

COLETTE LAURA MCCRONE
THOMAS RUCKER

ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
DANIEL J. SHAPIRO

CHRISTOPHER SHIMIZU
ELIZABETH SHRIEVES
TOGHRUL SHUKURLU

TIMOTHY SNYDER

CUM LAUDE

THERESA DU
JORDAN RICHARD ELTON

DAVID M. HART
EVER M. HESS

JARED HARDIN HOOD
MATTHEW MICHAEL KARAS

DANIEL MASAKAYAN

MATT MCINTEE
PATRICK ROCCO PENNELLA

KARA LAURA PODRAZA
ANNA J. SCHAFFNER
SARAH E. SILVEIRA

THOMAS J. WITKOWSKI



Daniel D. Polsby Award for Excellence in Leadership
KATIE J. MACDOWELL   |   DANIEL J. SHAPIRO

Emerging Leader in Public Service Award
JULIA E. PALERMO

American Law Institute CLE Scholarship & Leadership Award
TOGHRUL SHUKURLU

Law School Community Service Award
ASHLEY POST   |  ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ

Law School Pro Bono Award
LAURA A. SARACINA   |   ANNA J. SCHAFFNER

Marketplace of Ideas Award
DANIEL MASAKAYAN

Outstanding Academic Achievement in Master of Laws (LL.M.) Studies
MARINA RAKOVA

Henry G. Manne Award for Excellence in Law and Economics
JOSEPH J. KUCAN III
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Global Antitrust Institute Award for Outstanding Performance 
in Antitrust Law and Economics

THOMAS RUCKER   |   NOBUTAKA YASUI

Outstanding Academic Achievement in Antitrust Law
KRISTEN A. HARRIS   |   EVAN THOMAS HICKS   |   PATRICK ROCCO PENNELLA

   |   THOMAS RUCKER   |   CAITLIN ELIZABETH VAN SANT

Giles Sutherland Rich Award for Excellence in the Study 
of Intellectual Property Law

FLOYD E. CANFIELD

Family Law Section of the Virginia State Bar  
and the Virginia Chapter of  the American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers Family Law Book Award
JUNE “BONNIE” M. KELLY

Excellence in Oral Advocacy Award
REVA GRACE PHILLIPS

Virginia Trial Lawyers Association Trial Advocacy Award
ABIGAIL ANNE MCNELIS
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SCHOOL OF LAW GRADUATES - SPECIALTY TRACKS

STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES

Regulatory Law
REILY SCOTT INMAN

SCHOOL OF LAW - FACULTY AND STAFF AWARDS

Law School Teaching Excellence Award
MICHELLE BOARDMAN

Dean’s Award for Excellence
JOSE CORADIN



ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

TINNY SONG
President, 2017-2018; Vice President of 
Marketing and Outreach, 2016-2017
2017 ABA Regional Mediation 
Competition, Finalist

LAUREN E. FETSCH
Vice President, 2017-2018; 
Intramural Co-Chair, 2016-2017

ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
Board Member, 2017-2018; Vice 
President of Finance and Records, 
2016-2017
2015 ABA Regional Negotiation 
Competition

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO
Board Member, 2017-2018; Intramural 
Co-Chair, 2016-2017
2015 ABA Regional Negotiation 
Competition

JASMINE S. GANDHI
Board Member, 2016-2018
2015 ABA Regional Negotiation 
Competition

MAEVE HARPER
Board Member, 2016-2018

TIM RODRIGUEZ
Board Member, 2016-2018

TARA A. STARK
Board Member, 2016-2018

HANNAH JASMINE WURL
Board Member, 2016-2018
2015 ABA Regional Negotiation 
Competition

GRADUATING MEMBERS

MANDI HART
25th Annual Willem C. Vis International 
Commercial Arbitration Moot

SARAH RACATAIAN-FRICK
25th Annual Willem C. Vis International 
Commercial Arbitration Moot

TIMOTHY SNYDER
24th Annual Willem C. Vis International 
Commercial Arbitration Moot

AMERICAN 
CONSTITUTION SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

HANNAH JASMINE WURL
President, 2016-2017

TOGHRUL SHUKURLU
Vice President, 2016-2017

REVA GRACE PHILLIPS
Treasurer, 2016-2017

JACOB CONARCK
Secretary, 2016-2017

ASIAN PACIFIC LAW 
STUDENT ASSOCIATION

GRADUATING BOARD

ALYSSA DAVIES
President & Co-Founder, 2016-2017; 
Board Member, 2017-2018

FRANNIE MONASTERIO
Vice President, 2017-2018; Board 
Member, 2016-2017

YUCHENG “JOHNNY” WANG
Board Member, 2017-2018; Vice 
President, 2016-2017

LAKSHMI MITTAL
Treasurer, 2017-2018

JASMINE S. GANDHI
Board Member, 2017-2018; Marketing 
Director, 2016-2017

BLACK LAW STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION

GRADUATING BOARD

ANGELA MASON LONDON
President, 2017-2018; Social Chair, 
2016-2017

GRADUATING MEMBER

ELLIOT DOMIO

BUSINESS LAW 
SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

ASHLEY POST
President, 2017-2018

MAEVE HARPER
Vice President, 2017-2018

ALEXANDRA FELICIA RODRIGUEZ
Secretary & Treasurer, 2017-2018

CHRISTIAN 
LEGAL SOCEITY

GRADUATING MEMBER

HANNAH ELIZABETH DEARDORFF

COMMUNICATIONS 
LAW ASSOCIATION

GRADUATING BOARD

JULIA E. PALERMO
President, 2017-2018; Secretary & 
Treasurer, 2016-2017

JULIAN B. FLAMANT
Vice President, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

KIRK R. ARNER 
KARA LAURA PODRAZA
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ENVIRONMENTAL  
LAW SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

FRANNIE MONASTERIO
President, 2017-2018

ASHLEY POST
Vice President, 2017-2018

EQUALITY ALLIANCE

GRADUATING BOARD

YUCHENG “JOHNNY” WANG
President, 2016-2018

THE FEDERALIST  
SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

DANIEL J. SHAPIRO
President, 2017-2018

TIFFANY H. BATES
President, 2016-2017

CAITLIN MARGARET MCHALE
Vice President of Events, 2016-2017

PATRICK ROCCO PENNELLA
Secretary, 2017-2018

TIM RODRIGUEZ
Vice President of Programs, 2016-2017

GRADUATING MEMBERS

KYLE T. ARMSTRONG
KRISTEN A. HARRIS
LINDSEY KIMMITT
MATT MCINTEE
THOMAS RUCKER
TIMOTHY SNYDER
TINNY SONG

GEORGE MASON CIVIL 
RIGHTS LAW JOURNAL

GRADUATING BOARD OF EDITORS

LINDSEY KIMMITT*
Editor-in-Chief, 2017-2018

LAURA A. SARACINA
Executive Editor, 2017-2018

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO*
Managing Editor & Symposium Editor, 
2017-2018

ANGELA MASON LONDON
Articles Editor & Symposium Editor, 
2017-2018

ABIGAIL ANNE MCNELIS*
Senior Notes Editor, 2017-2018

HANNAH JASMINE WURL
Senior Research Editor, 2017-2018

KYLE T. ARMSTRONG*
Articles Editor, 2017-2018

THOMAS PAUL ARMSTRONG
Research Editor, 2017-2018

SARAH MARIE GENTRY*
Notes Editor, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

REVA GRACE PHILLIPS
DAVID C. THORNTON*
LOUISE ZWICKER

*Denotes publication in the George 
Mason Civil Rights Law Journal

GEORGE MASON 
AMERICAN INN OF COURT

GRADUATING BOARD

RICHARD G. COLE III
President, 2017-2018

STEVEN A. HORN
Treasurer, 2017-2018 

LEE T. GLEASON
Vice President, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO
KYLE T. ARMSTRONG
SARAH ASHLEY COHEN
JUNE “BONNIE” M. KELLY
DANIEL MASAKAYAN
ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
ALEXA SMALL

GEORGE MASON  
LAW REVIEW

GRADUATING BOARD OF EDITORS

TOGHRUL SHUKURLU
Editor-in-Chief, 2017-2018

ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ*
Executive Editor, 2017-2018

DANIEL J. SHAPIRO*
Executive Editor, 2017-2018

COLETTE LAURA MCCRONE*
Managing Editor, 2017-2018

TIFFANY H. BATES
Managing Editor, 2016-2017

EMILY A. SPENCE
Production Editor, 2017-2018

EVER M. HESS
Senior Articles Editor, 2017-2018

KARA LAURA PODRAZA*
Senior Notes Editor, 2017-2018

SHANNON RUSSELL*
Senior Research Editor, 2017-2018

ALLISON K. RIDDLE
Articles Editor, 2017-2018

KATHRYN CARLY SWAIN
Articles Editor, 2017-2018

NICHOLAS FISCHER
Developments Editor, 2017-2018
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ABIGAIL MARGUERITE KUHN
Notes Editor, 2017-2018

MATTHEW LEIN
Notes Editor, 2017-2018

TARA A. STARK
Notes Editor, 2017-2018

CAITLIN ELIZABETH VAN SANT
Notes Editor, 2016-2017

DAVID FOX*
Research Editor, 2017-2018

DAVID M. HART
Research Editor, 2017-2018

KATIE J. MACDOWELL*
Research Editor, 2017-2018

PATRICK ROCCO PENNELLA
Research Editor, 2016-2017

THOMAS J. WITKOWSKI
Research Editor, 2017-2018

THOMAS RUCKER
Symposium Editor, 2017-2018

TIMOTHY SNYDER*
Symposium Editor, 2016-2017

LEE T. GLEASON
Associate Developments Editor, 2017-2018

EVAN THOMAS HICKS
Associate Developments Editor, 2017-2018

CHRISTOPHER SHIMIZU
Associate Developments Editor, 2017-2018

AYSHE MARIE RHODES
Associate Research Editor, 2017-2018

TINNY SONG
Associate Articles Editor, 2017-2018

MATTHEW E. SWEET*
Associate Articles Editor, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

KIRK R. ARNER
DAVID A. L. BROWN
RICHARD G. COLE III
THERESA DU
JORDAN RICHARD ELTON
RAKIN R. HAMAD
PAM WALSH LEE
DANIEL MASAKAYAN*
MATT MCINTEE
MICHAEL LAWRENCE MITCHELL
CURTIS A. ORSHOSKI*
IAN GERARDO ROY
ELIZABETH SHRIEVES

* Denotes publication in the George Mason Law 
Review

GEORGE MASON MOOT 
COURT BOARD

GRADUATING BOARD

TIM RODRIGUEZ
Chief Justice, 2017-2018
2018 Tulane Mardi Gras Invitational Moot 
Court Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2016 
Upper Class Intramural Competition, First 
Place; 2016 First Year Intramural Competition

KATHRYN CARLY SWAIN
Vice Justice, 2017-2018; Mooting 
Committee Chair, 2017-2018
2017 Hassell National Constitutional Law 
Moot Court Competition, Best Respondent 
Brief; 2016 Upper Class Intramural 
Competition; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition, Octo-finalist

NICOLE MANU
Managing Justice, 2017-2018
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition, 
Semi-finalist

KIRK R. ARNER
Alumni Vice Chair, 2016-2018
2018 Bryant Moore Competition; 2017 
Bryant Moore Competition, Sixth Place; 
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition

JULIAN B. FLAMANT
Chief Baliff, 2017-2018
2018 NAAC ABA Moot Court Competition, 
Quarter-finalist; 2017 Billings, Exum & Frye 
National Moot Court Competition; 2016 
Upper Class Intramural Competition; 2016 
First Year Intramural Competition, Quarter-
finalist

REVA GRACE PHILLIPS
Events Vice Chair, 2016-2017
2017 68th Annual National Moot Court 
Competition, Semi-finalist; 2017 Billings, 
Exum & Frye National Moot Court 
Competition, Second Place Oral Advocate; 
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
Finalist, Second Place Oral Advocate; 2016 
First Year Intramural Competition, Octo-
finalist

IAN GERARDO ROY
First Year Intramural Competition Chair, 
2017-2018
2018 Robert F. Wagner National Labor 
and Employment Law Moot Court 
Competition; 2016 Upper Class Intramural 
Competition, Semi-finalist; 2016 First Year 
Intramural Competition, Quarter-finalist

THOMAS RUCKER
GAI Co-Chair, 2017-2018
2018 NAAC ABA Moot Court Competition, 
Octo-finalist; 2017 Herbert Smith Freehills 
Competition; 2016 Upper Class Intramural 
Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2016 First 
Year Intramural Competition

MANDI HART
GAI Co-Chair, 2017-2018
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
Quarter-finalist, Third Place Oral Advocate; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition; 
Octo-finalist

DANIEL J. SHAPIRO
Judges Chair, 2017-2018
2018 NAAC ABA Moot Court Competition, 
Octo-finalist; 2017 Billings, Exum & Frye 
National Moot Court Competition; 2016 
Upper Class Intramural Competition; 2016 
First Year Intramural Competition, Second 
Place

LINDSEY KIMMITT
Judges Chair, 2016-2017
2017 Burton D. Wechsler First Amendment 
Moot Court Competition, Octo-finalist; 
2015 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2015 First Year Intramural Competition
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ANNA J. SCHAFFNER
Upper Class Intramural Competition 
Committee Chair, 2017-2018
2018 NAAC ABA Moot Court Competition, 
Octo-finalist; 2017 Billings, Exum & Frye 
National Moot Court Competition; 2016 
Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
Semi-finalist, First Place Oral Advocate; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition, 
First Place

GRADUATING MEMBERS

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO
2018 Herbert Wechsler National Criminal 
Law Moot Court Competition; 2016 Upper 
Class Intramural Competition; 2016 First 
Year Intramural Competition

EMMA KRUGER DEVANEY
2017 Hassell National Constitutional 
Law Moot Court Competition, Best 
Respondent Brief; 2016 Upper Class 
Intramural Competition; 2016 First Year 
Intramural Competition, Octo-finalist

THERESA DU
2017 Burton D. Wechsler First 
Amendment Moot Court Competition, 
Octo-finalist; 2016 Upper Class Intramural 
Competition; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition

LAUREN E. FETSCH
2018 Robert F. Wagner National Labor 
and Employment Law Moot Court 
Competition; 2016 Upper Class Intramural 
Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2016 First 
Year Intramural Competition, Quarter-
finalist

TYLER GRIMM
2015 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2015 First Year Intramural Competition

KRISTEN A. HARRIS
2017 Herbert Smith Freehills Competition; 
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition

EVER M. HESS
2017 68th Annual National Moot Court 
Competition, Semi-finalist; 2016 Upper 
Class Intramural Competition; 2016 First 
Year Intramural Competition

ABIGAIL MARGUERITE KUHN
2017 68th Annual National Moot Court 
Competition, Semi-finalist; 2016 Upper 
Class Intramural Competition; 2016 First 
Year Intramural Competition

PAM WALSH LEE
2017 Burton D. Wechsler First Amendment 
Moot Court Competition, Octo-finalist; 
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition

DANIEL MASAKAYAN
2018 Bryant Moore Competition; 2017 
Bryant Moore Competition, Sixth Place; 
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition

COLETTE LAURA MCCRONE
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
Quarter-finalist; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition

ABIGAIL ANNE MCNELIS
2018 Tulane Mardi Gras Invitational Moot 
Court Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2016 
Upper Class Intramural Competition; 2016 
First Year Intramural Competition

JULIA E. PALERMO
2018 John J. Gibbons Moot Court 
Competition, Second Place Oral Advocate; 
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
Semi-finalist; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition

KARA LAURA PODRAZA
2018 John J. Gibbons Moot Court 
Competition; 2016 Upper Class Intramural 
Competition, Semi-finalist; 2016 First Year 
Intramural Competition

ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
2018 Herbert Wechsler National Criminal 
Law Moot Court Competition; 2016 
Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
Quarter-finalist; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition

BRIAN SILVER
2018 Robert F. Wagner National Labor and 
Employment Law Moot Court Competition; 
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
Quarter-finalist; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition

TINNY SONG
2018 Tulane Mardi Gras Invitational Moot 
Court Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2016 
Upper Class Intramural Competition, 
First Place; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition

TIMOTHY SNYDER
2016 Upper Class Intramural Competition; 
2016 First Year Intramural Competition

EMILY A. SPENCE
2017 Bryant Moore Competition, Sixth 
Place; 2016 Upper Class Intramural 
Competition; 2016 First Year Intramural 
Competition, Octo-finalist

IF/WHEN/HOW: 
LAWYERING FOR 
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

GRADUATING BOARD

CAITLIN ELIZABETH VAN SANT
Secretary, 2017-2018, 2015-2016; 
President, 2016-2017

ABIGAIL ANNE MCNELIS
Treasurer, 2017-2018; Vice President 
2016-2017

IMMIGRATION LAW 
SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

YUCHENG “JOHNNY” WANG
Co-President, 2017-2018

SARAH MARIE GENTRY
Board Member, 2016-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

THERESA DU
CAITLIN ELIZABETH VAN SANT
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INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY LAW SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD 

CHETAN CHANDRA
President, 2017-2018; Treasurer, 2016-
2017

MATTHEW MICHAEL KARAS
Chair of 1L Outreach, 2016-2017

JESSUP MOOT COURT 
TEAM

GRADUATING MEMBERS

NICOLE MANU
2018 Philip C. Jessup International 
Law Moot Court Competition, Tenth 
Overall Advocate; 2017 Philip C. 
Jessup International Law Moot Court 
Competition

COLETTE LAURA MCCRONE
2018 Philip C. Jessup International 
Law Moot Court Competition, 
Third Place Memorial; 2017 Philip C. 
Jessup International Law Moot Court 
Competition

TOGHRUL SHUKURLU
2018 Philip C. Jessup International 
Moot Court Competition, Third 
Place Memorial; 2017 Philip C. Jessup 
International Law Moot Court 
Competition, Third Place Memorial

JEWISH LAW STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION

GRADUATING BOARD

DANIEL J. SHAPIRO
President, 2017-2018

STEPHANIE ANN GOLDBERG
President, 2016-2017

GRADUATING MEMBER

TIM RODRIGUEZ

JOURNAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL LAW

GRADUATING BOARD OF EDITORS

LAUREN E. FETSCH
Editor-in-Chief, 2017-2018

CHRISTOPHER ROBERTSON*
Executive Editor, 2017-2018

JASMINE S. GANDHI*
Managing & Publications Editor,  
2017-2018
2018 Burton Distinguished Legal Writing 
Award

JULIA E. PALERMO*
Symposium Editor, 2017-2018

KATHERINE NOVAK*
Senior Articles Editor, 2017-2018

KERI HAMILTON
Senior Research Editor, 2017-2018

MANDI HART*
Senior Notes Editor, 2017-2018

CHARLES CRAWFORD-SILVA
Articles Editor, 2017-2018

CHRISTOPHER KING
Research Editor, 2017-2018

MATTHEW MICHAEL KARAS*
Notes Editor, 2017-2018

ALEXA SMALL
Notes Editor, 2017-2018

MATTHEW J. KOZAKOWSKI
Associate Editor, 2017-2018

ALYSSA DAVIES
Communications Editor, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

SARAH LARSON
FRANNIE MONASTERIO*

*Denotes publication in the Journal Of 
International Commercial Law

JOURNAL OF LAW, 
ECONOMICS & POLICY

GRADUATING BOARD OF EDITORS

JUNE “BONNIE” M. KELLY*
Editor-in-Chief, 2017-2018

STEVEN A. HORN*
Executive Editor, 2017-2018

ERICH DAVID GROME
Managing & Publications Editor, 2017-
2018

RAY SAMARA
Research and Articles Selection Editor, 
2017-2018

SAMANTHA RAE TRUSSELL*
Senior Articles Editor, 2017-2018

BRIAN SILVER*
Senior Notes Editor, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBER

JULIAN B. FLAMANT

*Denotes publication in the Journal of Law, 
Economics & Policy

LEGAL RESEARCH, 
WRITING AND ANALYSIS 
WRITING FELLOWS

GRADUATING MEMBERS

CHETAN CHANDRA
JORDAN RICHARD ELTON
JULIAN B. FLAMANT
ERICH DAVID GROME
EVER M. HESS
STEVEN A. HORN
SARAH LARSON
KATIE J. MACDOWELL
NICOLE MANU
COLETTE LAURA MCCRONE
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EMILY ROSE NERINO
JULIA E. PALERMO
KARA LAURA PODRAZA
SHANNON RUSSELL
ANNA J. SCHAFFNER
ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
KATHRYN CARLY SWAIN

MASON LAW DEMOCRATS

GRADUATING BOARD

SARAH MARIE GENTRY
President, 2016-2018

YUCHENG “JOHNNY” WANG
Webmaster, 2016-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

RICHARD QUILTY STERNS
CAITLIN ELIZABETH VAN SANT

MASON SPORTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT LAW 
ASSOCIATION

GRADUATING BOARD

NICHOLAS FISCHER
2017-2018, Softball Tournament,  
Co-Chair

LEE T. GLEASON
2017-2018, Flag Football Tournament, 
Co-Chair

BRIAN SILVER
2017-2018, Flag Football Tournament, 
Co-Chair

RAKIN R. HAMAD
2017-2018, Basketball Tournament, 
Chair

JULIA E. PALERMO
2017-2018, Women in Sports, Co-Chair

KARA LAURA PODRAZA
2017-2018, Women in Sports, Co-Chair

MILITARY LAW SOCIETY

GRADUATING MEMBERS

SARAH LARSON
THOMAS J. WITKOWSKI

NATIONAL SECURITY  
LAW JOURNAL

GRADUATING BOARD OF EDITORS

MAX WILLIAM ROSS*
Editor-in-Chief, 2017-2018

CHELSEA C. SMITH
Articles Selection Editor, 2017-2018; 
Editor-in-Chief, 2016-2017

SARAH RACATAIAN-FRICK*
Executive Editor, 2017-2018

JEREMY ELIJAH NOAH GLENN
Managing Editor, 2017-2018

RICHARD QUILTY STERNS*
Research Editor, 2017-2018; Managing 
Editor, 2016-2017

LAURA JANE ROSENBERGER*
Senior Articles Editor, 2017-2018

SARAH E. SILVEIRA
Senior Notes Editor, 2016-2018

CAITLIN MARGARET MCHALE
Notes Editor, 2017-2018

CAITLYN LIGHTNER
Symposium Editor, 2017-2018

YUCHENG “JOHNNY” WANG
Online Development Editor, 2017-2018

*Denotes publication in the National 
Security Law Journal

PHI DELTA PHI 
INTERNATIONAL LEGAL 
HONOR SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

ANNA J. SCHAFFNER
Magister, 2017-2018; Clerk, 2016-2017

TIM RODRIGUEZ
Historian, 2016-2017

MATTHEW E. SWEET
Clerk, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBERS

KIRK R. ARNER 
TIFFANY H. BATES 
DANIEL MASAKAYAN 
KARA LAURA PODRAZA
DANIEL J. SHAPIRO
TOGHRUL SHUKURLU

PRO BONO SOCIETY

GRADUATING BOARD

LAURA A. SARACINA
President, 2017-2018; Executive Vice 
President, 2016-2017

ASHLEY POST
Vice President of Events, 2017-2018

KARA LAURA PODRAZA
Vice President of Events, 2016-2017

JULIA E. PALERMO
Auction Coordinator, 2016-2017; 
Auction Assistant Coordinator, 2015-
2016

COLETTE LAURA MCCRONE
Auction Coordinator, 2016-2017

KATHRYN CARLY SWAIN
Mid-Atlantic Innocence Project 
Program Director, 2016-2017

RAKIN R. HAMAD
National Youth Justice Alliance 
Program Director, 2016-2017
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GRADUATING MEMBERS

DAVID M. HART
SARAH RACATAIAN-FRICK
ALEXANDRA FELICIA RODRIGUEZ
ANNA J. SCHAFFNER

STUDENT ANIMAL LEGAL 
DEFENSE FUND

GRADUATING BOARD

SARAH MARIE GENTRY
President, 2016-2018

LAURA A. SARACINA
Vice President, 2017-2018; Treasurer, 
2016-2017

ANGELA MASON LONDON
Vice President, 2017-2018; Secretary, 
2016-2017

ASHLEY POST
Vice President, 2017-2018

STUDENT BAR 
ASSOCATION

GRADUATING BOARD

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO
President, 2017-2018; Vice President 
of Day Students, 2016-2017; First Year 
Representative, 2015-2016

ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
Third Year Representative, 2017-2018; 
Vice President of Events, 2016-2017; 
Deputy Events Coordinator, 2015-2016

COLIN S. WIGLER
Vice President of Evening Students, 
2015-2017

SARAH MARIE GENTRY
Secretary, 2016-2017, First Year 
Representative, 2015-2016

TOGHRUL SHUKURLU
Second Year Representative, 2016-2017; 
Evening Student Representative, 2015-
2016

LINDSEY KIMMITT
Third Year Representative, 2016-2017; 
Co-Vice President of Events, 2015-2016

MATTHEW E. SWEET
First Year Representative, 2015-2016

CAITLIN ELIZABETH VAN SANT 
Second Year Representative, 2015-2016

REVA GRACE PHILLIPS
Evening Student Representative, 2015-
2016

STUDENT BAR 
ASSOCATION GRADUATION 
COMMITTEE

GRADUATING BOARD

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO
Co-Chair, 2017-2018

ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
Co-Chair, 2017-2018

GRADUATING MEMBER

CAITLIN MARGARET MCHALE

TRIAL ADVOCACY 
ASSOCIATION

GRADUATING BOARD

ABIGAIL ANNE MCNELIS
President, 2017-2018
2018 American Association for Justice Student 
Trial Advocacy Competition, Semi-finalist; 
2017 American Bar Association Employment 
Law Trial Advocacy Competition, Semi-finalist; 
2017 American Association for Justice Student 
Trial Advocacy Competition; 2016 Golden 
Gate University In Vino Veritas Criminal Law 
Mock Trial Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2016 
Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural Competition, 
Quarter-finalist

ERICA BUTKIEWICZ
Executive Vice President 2017-2018
2017 Queens County District Attorney’s 
Office Trial Competition; 2017 National Trial 
Competition American College of Trial Lawyers 

BRIAN SILVER
Vice President of Jonathan C. Thacher 
Intramural Competition, 2017-2018
2018 National Trial Competition American 
College of Trial Lawyers; 2017 Golden Gate 
University In Vino Veritas Criminal Law Mock 
Trial Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2017 
American University Capitol City Challenge; 
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition, Quarter-finalist

ERNO L. BUKY
Vice President of John L. Costello National 
Criminal Law Trial Advocacy Competition, 
2017-2018
2015 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition, Finalist

NICHOLAS FISCHER
Vice President of Extramurals, 2017-2018
2017 American Bar Association Employment 
Law Trial Advocacy Competition, Semi-
finalist; 2017 National Trial Competition 
American College of Trial Lawyers; 2016 
Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural Competition, 
Winner

MAEVE HARPER
Vice President of Events, 2017-2018
2018 John L. Costello National Criminal 
Law Trial Advocacy Competition; 2018 
American Association for Justice Student Trial 
Advocacy Competition, Semi-finalist; 2017 
Georgetown White Collar Crime Competition; 
2016 National Trial Association Mock Trial 
Competition; 2016 Jonathan C. Thacher 
Intramural Competition

REVA GRACE PHILLIPS
Vice President of Recruitment, 2017-2018
2018 John L. Costello National Criminal 
Law Trial Advocacy Competition; 2018 
American Association for Justice Student Trial 
Advocacy Competition, Semi-finalist; 2017 
Georgetown White Collar Crime Competition; 
2016 National Trial Association Mock Trial 
Competition

SARAH RACATAIAN-FRICK
Vice President of Problem Writing, 2017-
2018
2017 National Trial Competition American 
College of Trial Lawyers; 2016 Jonathan C. 
Thacher Intramural Competition
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GRADUATING MEMBERS

PHILIP THOMAS ABBRUSCATO
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

THOMAS PAUL ARMSTRONG
2017 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition, Quarter-finalist

EMMA KRUGER DEVANEY
2016 Golden Gate University In Vino 
Veritas Criminal Law Mock Trial 
Competition, Quarter-finalist; 2016 
Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition, Quarter-finalist

JORDAN RICHARD ELTON
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

LAUREN E. FETSCH
2017 American Bar Association 
Employment Law Trial Advocacy 
Competition, Semi-finalist; 2017 
Academy of Trial Lawyers Pittsburgh 
Competition; 2016 Interamerican 
University of Puerto Rico School of Law’s 
Puerto Rico Trial Advocacy Competition; 
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

ERICH DAVID GROME
2017 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition, Quarter-finalist

RAKIN R. HAMAD
2017 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition, Finalist

NAVID KASHANI
2017 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

KATIE J. MACDOWELL
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

CAITLIN MARGARET MCHALE
2017 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

MICHAEL LAWRENCE MITCHELL
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

EMILY ROSE NERINO
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

JULIA E. PALERMO
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

KARA LAURA PODRAZA
2017 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

ANNA J. SCHAFFNER

ZACHARY T. SCHUTZ
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition

TOGHRUL SHUKURLU
2017 American Association for Justice 
Student Trial Advocacy Competition; 
2016 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition, Quarter-finalist

TINNY SONG

ANMOL KUMAR S. THAKUR
2017 Jonathan C. Thacher Intramural 
Competition
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ÁNGEL CABRERA
President, George Mason University

S. DAVID WU
Provost and Executive Vice President, George Mason University

HENRY N. BUTLER
Dean and Professor of Law

ALISON PRICE
Senior Associate Dean

RACHELLE HOLMES PERKINS
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Associate Professor of Law

BRUCE KOBAYASHI
Associate Dean for Research & Faculty Development and Professor of Law

ANNAMARIA NIELDS
Associate Dean for Administration and Student Affairs

VICTORIA M. HUBER
Associate Dean for Professional Development

DEBORAH M. KEENE
Associate Dean for Library and Technology

TIFFANY WILLIAMS
Assistant Dean for Admissions & Enrollment Management

DAVID CHO
Assistant Dean for Career Services
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SANDRA AISTARS

HELEN ALVARÉ

JENNIFER ATKINS

MATTHEW BARBLAN

DAVID E. BERNSTEIN

MICHELLE BOARDMAN

FRANCIS H. BUCKLEY

HENRY N. BUTLER

CAROLINE CECOT

TUN-JEN CHIANG

TERRENCE R. CHORVAT

ERIC CLAEYS

LLOYD R. COHEN

AMANDA COMPTON

JAMES COOPER

ROSS E. DAVIES

MICHAEL DAVIS

KEVIN DOUGLAS

STEVEN J. EAGLE

SUZANNE FITZGERALD

DOUGLAS H. GINSBURG

YEHONATAN GIVATI

MICHAEL GREVE

D. BRUCE JOHNSEN

BRUCE KOBAYASHI

JOANN KOOB

MICHAEL L. KRAUSS

CRAIG S. LERNER

NELSON LUND

TIMOTHY MACARTHUR

JOYCE LEE MALCOLM

JENNIFER MASCOTT

STEVEN MENASHI

ADAM MOSSOFF

MURAT MUNGAN

TIMOTHY J. MURIS

CHRISTOPHER NEWMAN

JORDAN NEYLAND

JEFFREY S. PARKER

RACHELLE HOLMES PERKINS

DANIEL PI

DANIEL D. POLSBY

JEREMY RABKIN

NEOMI RAO

DAVID E. REHR

PAOLO SAGUATO

ILYA SOMIN

MEGAN STEVENSON

ELINA TREYGER

J.W. VERRET

JOSHUA D. WRIGHT

JOHN YUN

TODD J. ZYWICKI



The academic robes worn at American ceremonies today go back to the Middle 

Ages. In Medieval Europe, men and women typically wore gowns or robes that 

evolved to include different colors that signified various professions, trades, and 

religious orders. The oldest universities of northern Europe, such as Oxford or Paris, 

grew out of church schools, and both faculty and student were regarded in the 

Middle Ages as part of the clergy. Hence they wore clerical garb, largely borrowed 

from the monastic dress of the day, not merely on special occasions, but as their 

regular clothing. In the United States today, the American Council on Education 

Administration administers the Academic Costume Code, which provides guidelines 

for the wearing of academic robes.

In the Middle Ages, the level of elaborate decorations on their gowns could distinguish 

undergraduates, bachelors, and masters. The wide velvet borders extending down 

the front of the doctoral gown, as well as the velvet bars on the sleeves, are either 

black velvet, or are colored according to the scholarly field of the wearer.

The hood of the academic robe was originally designed as a utilitarian head cover 

worn in bad weather and otherwise dropped to the shoulders. Students and faculty 

alike initially wore the hood; but in the early sixteenth century, the hood was restricted 

to graduates, becoming the mark of a degree holder. Each college of study has a 

distinctive, color-lined hood by which graduates may be recognized in the academic 

procession. The length of the hood worn for the master’s degree must be three and 

one-half feet, and for the doctor’s degree, four feet. The hoods are lined with the 

official color or colors of the college or university conferring.

In today’s ceremony, you will see Juris Doctor and Master of Laws graduates wearing 

the doctoral robe with velvet cap and tassel. Each of the graduates will be wearing a 

purple hood lined with green, signifying education in the area of law at George Mason.
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GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF VISITORS

THE BACKGROUND OF
THE ACADEMIC ROBE

BOARD LEADERSHIP

BOARD MEMBERS

FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE

KEITH D. RENSHAW

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

DAVID KANOS
ANDREW QUILLEN

FACULTY COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES

FACULTY COMMITTEE LIAISON

DR. EDWARD B. DOUTHETT, JR.

MAHFUZ AHMED
KAREN ALCALDE

HORACE BLACKMAN
ANJAN CHIMALADINNE

STEPHEN M. CUMBIE
CLAIRE DWOSKIN
JAMES W. HAZEL

WENDY MARQUEZ
DAVID PETERSEN

NANCY GIBSON PROWITT
TRACY SCHAR
BOB WITECK

LISA ZUCCARI

THOMAS M. DAVIS
Rector

JON M. PETERSON
Vice Rector

SHAWN PURVIS
Secretary

ALAN J. ABRAMSON
DAVID R. GALLAY

PAUL HOUSER
BIJAN JABBARI

JILL NELSON
CHRISTIANNE ESPOSITO-SMYTHERS

PETER POBER
JUNE TANGNEY
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