


COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to: 

• Describe the two-tiered Federal and State Court system and the importance of court

rulings in the U.S. common-law system

• Explain the constitutional limits and powers of the Federal Courts including types of

jurisdiction

• Explain how the U.S. Constitution protects individual rights, including the sources of

various protections, what rights are protected, and who is protected from whom

• Describe some voluntary (contracts) and involuntary (torts) private obligations that

courts will enforce and some differences between the two types

• Outline the basic nature of administrative agencies and how they are constrained

• Understand the non-lawyer versus lawyer's role in the U.S. adversary system, and what

are some of their ethical obligations and limitations

REQUIRED TEXTS AND OTHER MATERIALS 

• William Burnham, Introduction to the Law and Legal System of the United States (7th 

ed. 2021). ISBN-13: 978-1636595658

• Jay M. Feinman, Law 101: Everything You Need to Know About American Law (5th ed. 

2018). ISBN-13: 978-0190866327
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Cases can be accessed on WESTLAW or any other service to which students have access. Other 

materials will be linked to the appropriate web location through the reading assignment listing. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

This course adheres to the Law School's attendance policy. If a student is absent for any reason 

for more than 20% of the course (or, more than 2 class sessions), then the student is not eligible 

for credit. A student who misses more than one (1) hour of a class session will be counted as 

absent from that class session. 














