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ACCREDITATION 
The School of Law is provisionally approved by the American Bar Association. 
George Mason University is fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools for undergraduate programs and graduate programs at the Master ' s level. The 
University is a member of the Council of Graduate Schools in the United States . 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
George Mason University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action institution 

com mined to the principle that access to study or employment opportunities afforded by the 
University. including all benefits and privileges, be accorded to each person - student. 
faculty , or staff member- on the basis of individual merit and without regard to race, color. 
religion. national origin , sex , or age (except where sex or age is a bona fide occupational 
qualification) . Appropriate procedures shall be adopted for the promotion of this principle in 
every phase of University operations . Furthermore , affirmative action will be taken to 
ensure that opportunities afforded by the University are fully available to the handicapped , 
women and minorities. The University will make every reasonable accommodation to 
enable the handicapped to undertake work or study for which they qualify . 

The University is also com mined to the principle prescribed in Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, which specifically prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in 
educational programs or activities which receive federal funds. 

The University is also committed to the principles set forth in HEW 504 regulations to 

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 regarding handicapped students which requires that the 
University make programs accessible to qualified handicapped students. 

Any student, employee, or applicant for admission or employment who believes that 
he/she has not been dealt with by the University in accordance with the principles and 
requirements stated above may address the Office of Affirmative Action, George Mason 
University . and then state the facts that occasioned the complaint, present any relevant 
documents or correspondence, and request assistance in resolution of the matter . 

NOTICE 
Although this catalog was prepared on the basis of the best information available at the 

time of publication, all information, including statements of tuition and fees, course 
offerings , admissions and graduation requirements, is subject to change, without notice or 
obligation. Fuller statement of requirements for the School of Law may be found in 
academic Regulations which are available in the Law Library. 
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
1980-81 

August 26. 1980 
August 27 . . . .. . . 
September I 
September I ()2 .. 

September I 0 ... 
September I 11 2 

September 19 .. 
November 7 . . . . . 
November I 0-19 
November 19 . ... . . . 
November 24 .. . . . . 
November 26 .. . . .. . 
December I . . 
December I ..... . . . 
December 23 .... . . 
January 5. 1981 
January 52 

January 62 

10:00 a.m. -8:00 p.m. 
8:00a .m. 
8:00a .m.- 10:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m.- 6:00p .m. 

6:00p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

8:00a .m. - 10:00 p.m . . 
!O:OOp.m .. .. . ... . . 

II :OO p.m. 
8:00a .m. 

10:00 p.m. 

8:00a .m. 
10:00 p.m. 
8:00a.m. 
8:00a .m.- 10:00 p.m . 

8:00a .m. - 10:00 p.m. 

February 13 10:00 p.m. 
February 16-25 ........ . . . 
February 23 ... .... . 
February 25 ... .. . . . 
March6 ... . . .. . .. . 
April 17 . . . ... . . .. . 
April20 . ..... . . .. . 
May 15 . ........ . . 
May 18-27 ... .. .. . . 
May 30 . . .. .. . . 

II :OO p.m. 
8:00a.m. 
8:00a.m. 
8:00a.m. 

!O:OOp.m. 

6:00p.m. 
May 30 . . .. . ... .... .. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . 
June I . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00a.m. 

July 3 ... . .. . . .... . 10:00 p.m .... . . .. . . . . .. . 
July 6-10 . . . . ...... . 

July 10 . . 
July 13 . . . .. . . . . . . . 

August 14 

August 17-2 1 .. .. 

11:00 p.m. 
8:00a .m. 

10:00 p.m. 

August 21 .. . . .. . . . II :00 p.m. 

August 24 ........ . .. . .... . . ... . . . . . . . 

Registration 
Classes begin 
Recess: no classes 
Monday (Day) classes meet : 

Wednesday classes do not meet 
Recess begins: no classes 
Recess ends: Monday (Evening) classes 

meet. Thursday classes do not meet 
Recess: no classes 
Classes end 
Examinations 
End of Fall Term 
Winter Term begins: classes begin 
Recess beg ins: no classes 
Fall Law Graduation 
Recess ends: classe' resume 
Recess begins: no classes 
Recess ends: classes resume 
Thursday (Day & Evening) classes meet: 

Monday classes do not meet 
Friday (Day & Evening) classes mt:t:t: 

Tuesday classes do not meet 
Classes end 
Examinations 
Winter Law Graduation 
End of Winter Tenn 
Spring Term beg ins: classes beg in 
Recess begins: no classes 
Recess ends: classes resume 
Classes end 
Examinations 
End of Spring T enn 
Spring Law Graduation 
First Summer Tenn and Summer 

Quarter beg in : classes beg in 
Classes end . First Summer Tenn 
Examinations. First Summer Tem1 

courses 
End of First Summer Term 
Second Summer Tenn beg ins: classes 

begin 
Classes end . Second Summer Tenn am 

Summer Quarter 
Examinations. Second Summer Term 

courses 
End of Second Summer Term and 

Summer Quarter 
Summer Law Graduation 

'Those who have religious obligations will be excused for coming late or being absent. 
20n these dates classes meet which are scheduled for days of the week different from that of the date . 
This is necessary to balance evenly the number of meetings in each of the courses scheduled . The 
imbalance is caused by ho lidays. 

NOTE: Late reg istration is not a matter of right : it is gmnted o nl y for good cause . 
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
1981-82 

August 24, 1981 
August 25 .. . . . 
September 7 ...... . 
September 28 . .... . 
September 28 
September 29 1 2 

10:00 a .m.- 8:00p.m ... . . 
8:00a .m .. ....... .... . . 
8:00a .m. - 10:00 p.m . .. . . 
8:00a.m.- 6:00p.m . . .. . 
6:00p .m. 
6:00p.m . 

October 7 . . . . . 6:00p.m. 
October 8 1 . • • . . . . . . 6:00p.m . 
November 6 . ... .... 10:00 p .m . ... . . .... ... . . 
November 9-18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . 
November 18 ... . ... 11:00 p .m . ....... . . . . . 
November 23 . 8:00a.m ..... . . . . .. . 
November 25 ... . . .. 10:00 p .m. . . .... . .... . . 
November 30 . . . . .. .. . ... . ... . ... . . .... . . .. . 
November 30 ..... . . 8:00a.m ....... . . 
December 23 . . . . 10:00 p.m. . ...... . 
January4 . 1982 . 8:00a.m ........... . 
January 42 8:00a .m.- 10:00 p .m. 

January 52 8:00a.m.- 10:00 p.m. 

February 12 . ... . .. . 10:00 p .m. 
February 15-24 ....... . .... .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 
February 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
February 24 II :00 p.m. 
March 5 . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00a .m ..... . .. . . .... . 
Apri19 .... . . _. . 8:00a.m ...... . ...... . . 
April 12 . . . . . . . . . . 8:00a .m .. . ......... . . 
May 14 ....... . . .. 10:00 p.m ...... . . . .. . .. . 
May 17-26 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .... . 
May 26 .. . ...... . . 11 :00 p .m ... . . .. . ...... . 
May 31 ......... .. . . . ...... .. .. ... .... . . .. . 
June I . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00a.m. 

July 2 ...... . .. . . . !O:OOp .m. 
July 6-9 ..... .. . . . 

July9 ......... . . . . ll:OOp .m. 
July 12 . .. . .. ... .. . 8:00a.m. 

August 13 ..... ... . 10:00 p .m ........ . . . . .. . 

August 16-20 .. . . . . . ....................... . 

August 20 ......... 11:00 p .m ..... . .. .. . . .. . 

August23 ... . ... . .... . . . .... . ... .......... . 

Registration 
Classes begin 
Recess: no classes 
Monday (Day) classes meet 
Recess begins: no evening classes 
Recess ends: Monday evening classes 

meet: Tuesday classes do not meet 
Recess begins ; no classes 
Recess ends; classes resume 
Classes end 
Examinations 
End of Fall Term 
Winter Term begins: classes begin 
Recess begins : no classes 
Fall Law Graduation 
Recess ends : classes resume 
Recess begins; no classes 
Recess ends: classes resume 
Thursday (Day & Evening ) classes meet: 

Monday classes do not meet 
Friday (Day & Evening ) classes meet: 

Tuesday classes do not meet 
Classes end 
Examinations 
Winter Law Graduation 
End of Winter Term 
Spring Term begins: classes begin 
Recess begins ; no classes 
Recess ends: classes resume 
Classes end 
Examinations 
End of Spring Term 
Spring Law Graduation 
First summer Term and Summer 

Quarter begin 
Classes end. First Summer Term 
Examinations , First Summer Term 

courses 
End of First Summer Term 
Second Summer Term begins: classes 

begin 
Classes end, Second Summer Term and 

Summer Quarter 
Examinations, Second Summer Term 

courses 
End of Second Summer Term and 

Summer Quarter 
Summer Law Graduation 

1Those who have religious obligations will be excused for coming tare or being absent . 
ZOn these dates classes meet whic_h are scheduled for days of the week different from that of the date . 
This is necessary to balance evenly die number of meetings in each of lhe courses scheduled . 1be 
imbalance is caused by holidays. 

NOTE: Late registration is not a marrer of right: it is granted only for good cause. 
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RECTOR AND VISITORS 
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 

Harriet F. Bradley , Rector 

McLean 

Richard A. Bishop . Secretary 
Alexandria 

M. Constance Bedell 
Springfield 

Vincent F. Callahan . lll 
Silver Spring 

Anita L. Capps 
Arlington 

Kenneth M. Haggerty 
Arlington 

John T. Hazel. Jr. 
Fairfax 

Henry 0. Lampe 
Arlington 

Kathleen F. Latimer 

Manassas 

Carl V. Lyon 
Annandale 

Warren Joseph Pace 
Fall s Church 

William A. Royall. Jr. 
Sabot 

T. Timothy Ryan. Jr. 
Arlington 

Lester G . Sturgill 

Leesburg 

Stanley E. Taylor 
Alexandria 

C. Hunton Tiffany. Vice Rector 
Warrenton 

PRESIDENT OF TI-lE UNIVERSITY : George W. Johnson 

DEAN OF THE SCHOOL OF LAW: Ralph Norvell 
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FACULTY OF LAW 
(1980-81) 

Raymond B. Benzinger, Professor of Law 
B.S . , Carnegie Institute of Technology; J .D. and LL.M . . Georgetown University 
School of Law. 

Margaret F. Brinig. Assistant Professor of Law 
B.A . . Duke University; J .D .. Seton Hall University School of Law 

Richard A. Buddeke. Lecturer in Law 
A.B . , George Washington University; J.D . . George Washington School of Law; 
LL.M .. Columbia School of Law (New York) . 

Stephen L. Burnett. Associate Professor of Law and Law Librarian 
B.A. , University of California (Los Angeles); J.D . , University of Connecticut; 
M. L. S. , Southern Connecticut State College. 

John C. Cady, Assistant Professor of Law 
B.A. , University of Omaha; M.S . , Washington State University; 
J .D . , George Washington University School of Law . 

David F. Condon. Jr .. ProfessorofLaw 
A.B .. Brown University ; J.D. , Fordham University ; LL.M ., George Washington 
University ; M.S . . American University . 

William A. Conway, Lecturer in Law 
B.S.F.S . . Georgetown University ; J .D. , Georgetown University School of Law. 

John L. Costello, Jr. . Professor of Law 
A.B., Dickinson College; J .D., Dickinson School of Law; M.A. , Fletcher School 
of Law; LL.M., University of Virginia School of Law. 

Kenneth W. Curtis. Lecturer in Law 
B.A. , University of Buffalo; M.S ., Seton Hall University; J .D., George Washington 
University School of Law . 

Robert P. Davidow, Visiting Professor of Law 
A.B. , Dartmouth College; J .D., University of Michigan; LL. M., Harvard University 
Law School. 

Charles H. Duff, Lecturer in Law 
B.S .S . , Georgetown University; J.D. , Georgetown University School of Law . 

John Kingsley Ebiasah, Associate Professor of Law 
LL.B. , University of Ghana; M.C.J., Howard University; M.B .. P.A. , Southeastern 
University; S.J.D., George Washington University School of Law. 
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Charles R. Engle , Professor of Law 
B.S.M.E .. Kansas State University: LL.B .. Washington College of Law . American 
Uni versity. 

Robert C. Farrell . Assistant Professor of Law 
B.A .. TrinityCollege (Conn): J.D .. Harvard Un iversity Law School. 

David Ferber. Lecturer in Law 
B.S .. University of Pednnsylvania: LL.B .. Albany Law School. Un ion Uni versity . 

Lawrence E. Freedman. Lecturer in Law 
B.A .. University of Vermont : J.D .. Boston Uni vers ity School of Law . 

Charles E. Friend. Professor of Law 
B.A .. George Washington University: B.F.T .. American Graduate School of 
International Management (Arizona) : J.D .. College of Wi II iam and Mary . 
Marshall-Wythe School of Law . 

Lawrence D. Gaughan. ProfessorofLaw 
B.A .. and J .D .. Uni versi ty of Montana: LL.M .. Univers ity of Virginia Schoo l of Law . 

Mark E. Kellogg. Associate Professor 
B.A .. University of Florida: J.D .. University of Florida College of Law . 

Berton V. Kramer. Lecturer in Law 
B.S. (SS). Georgetown University: LL.B .. Georgetown University School of Law . 

Glenn R. Lawrence . Lecturer in Law 
B.A . . University of Louisville: M.A .. Catholic Universi ty : Ph . D .. American 
University: LL.B .. Brooklyn Law School. 

StuartS . Malawer. Professor of Law 
B.A . . University of Buffalo: J.D .. Cornell Law School: M.A. and Ph .D . . University 
of Pennsylvania . 

Stephen Margeton. Lecturer in Law 
A.B .. Mount Saint Mary' s College: J.D .. George Washington Universi ty School of 
Law: M.L.S . , Catholic University . 

Ralph Norvell , Professor of Law and Dean 
B.A. , Baylor University : J .D .. Baylor University School of Law: LL.M .. 
University of Michigan Law School: LL.D., Dickinson School of Law . 

Roger C. Ohlrich . Lecturer in Law 
B.B .A., University of Michigan: J.D., University of Michigan Law School : LL.M .. 
George Washington University School of Law . 
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Allen H. Olson . Lecturer in Law 
B.A .. Cornell University: J .D .. University of North Carolina School of Law 
(Chapel Hill) . 

Patrick J. Petit. Lecturer in Law 
B.A .. Illinois Benedictine College: M.L.S . . University of Maryland: J.D .. Catholic 
University School of Law. 

Conrad D. Phi los , Professor of Law 
A.B .. University of Illinois: J.D. , Chicago-Kent College of Law . 

Thomas A. Rothwell. Lecturer in Law 
LL.B . . University of Michigan School of Law . 

Charles S. Russell , Lecturer in Law 
B.A . . University of Virginia: LL.B . . University of Virginia School of Law . 

Eric P. Schellin. Lecturer in Law 
A.B . . Columbia University : J.D . . George Washington University School of Law. 

Leslie Scherr, Lecturer in Law 
B.A . . Queens College (New York): LL.B ., Columbia University School of Law. 

Linda A. Schwartzstein , Assistant Professor of Law 
A.B., Brandeis University : J.D .. University of Michigan Law School: LL.M .. New 
York University Graduate School of Law . 

Stephen A. Sharp , Lecturer in Law 
B.A., Washington and Lee University : J .D. , University of Virginia School of Law . 

RichardS . Stolker. Lecturer in Law 
B.A .. Dickinson College: J .D . . Temple University School of Law. 

Alfred D. Swersky, Lecturer in Law 
B.A., Old Dominion College: B.C.L., College of William and Mary . 

Wallace L. Timmeny, Lecturer in Law 
B.B.A., Fairfield University (Conn): LL.B .. New York University School of Law. 

Edward R. White, Guest Lecturer 
B.S. , University of Wisconsin: M.D., University of Wisconsin: LL.B . and J .D., 
Wake Forest University School of Law. 

Scott C . Whitney , Professor of Law 
A.B., University of Nevada: J.D. , Harvard University Law School. 

Mary Bunting Wyatt , Associate Professor 
B.A. , Howard University : J .D. , Howard University: U...M., New York University 
School of Law. 
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Shirley Crabb Zabel . Visiting Associate Professor and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
B.A .. Earlham College: M.A .. University of New Mexico: J.D .. University of Utah 
School of Law: LL.M . . University of Pennsylvania School of Law . 

George A. Zaphiriou. ProfessorofLaw 
LL.B .. University of Athens (Greece) : LL.M .. University of London . 

PROFESSIONAL LAW LIBRARIANS 
Stephen L. Burnett. Law Librarian 

B.A .. University of California (Los Angeles): J.D .. University of Connecticut: 
M.L.S .. Southern Connecticut State College . 

Barbara A. Flaheny . Assistant Law Librarian 
B.A .. University of Rhode Island: M. L.S .. State University of New York (Buffalo) . 

Marie I. Lane. Assistant Law Libmrian 
B.A .. University of Hawaii: M.L.S .. University of Hawaii. 

Michael J. Petit . Assistant Law Librarian 
B.A .. Catholic University : M.S .L.S . . Catholic University . 

-5-

School of Law Catalog 1981-1982 
George Mason University Law School

http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/catalog 



GENERAL PROVISIONS 

HISTORY OF GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 
George Mason Uni versity. the state university in Nonhern Virginia. is one of the 

fas test-growing institutions of higher education in the country. With an enrollment of over 
13 .000 students. George Mason offe rs 48 undergraduate. one profess ional. and 22 graduate 
degrees. including two doctoral programs. Student enrollment. which ha~ quadrupled since 
1972. is projected to exceed 16.()00 by the late 1980 ' s. 

The Main Campus of 571 wooded acres is located in Fairfax . as is the Nonh Campus on 

Route 50. The Metro Campus . which houses the School o f Law. is in the hean of Arlington. 
only ten minutes from downtown Washington. D.C .. via the Metro Orange Line. The law 

school" s program in legal studies joins two other major additions to the University 

curriculum - a doctorate in public administration and a doctorate of ans in education. the 
first offe rings under the institution "s new doctoral status. During the next two years. the 
Uni versity plans to add another 15 degree programs to its current offe rings. 

George Mason "s growth is not restri cted to academic programs. Immedi ate con­

struction plans include more student housing (present dorms house 500). two new academic 

bu ildings . a new student union. an additional library tower. and a new spon s complex 

consisting of a fie ld house with indoor track. an outdoor track. tennis couns. and baseball 
and soccer fie lds. 

Named for George Mason. the 18th-century patriot . Nonhern Virginian. and author of 
the Virginia Bill o f Rights. the Univers ity was fi rst established in 1957 as an extension center 
(at Bailey"s Crossroads) of the Univers ity of Virginia ( UVA) . In 1959 the City of Fairfax 
donated 147 acres to the school and it was named George Ma~n College . a branch of UVA . 
In 1964 the new campus welcomed 365 students to the four original buildings on the Fairfax 
s ite . In 1966 , the Virginia General Assembly authori zed the College to become a four-year 
degree-granting institution. and gave it a long-range mandate to expand into a regional 

uni versity o f major proponions. 

When student enrollment passed 3000 in 1972 . the General Assembly enacted legis­
lation. effecti ve April7 o f that year. which separated George Mason from UV A and changed 
its name to George Mason Uni versity. April 7 also marked the inauguration in 1979 of 
George W . Johnson as GM U's founh president , and the date is now celebrated each year as 
Uni versity Day. 

In the e ight years since achieving its independence. George Mason Uni versi ty has been 
d istinguished by rapid growth and innovati ve planning. as it continues to meet the challenge 
of its role as the major center o f higher learn ing in Nonhern Virginia. 

HISTORY OF THE LAW SCHOOL 
The School of Law of George Mason Universi ty was established under authority of an 

Act o f the General Assembly of Virginia which became effective July I. 1979 . The School 
became an operative unit of the University on that date through the acquisition of assets of 
International School of Law . Cont inuity was provided by the University's selecting from the 
faculty and staff of International on that date. All students academically qualified to continue 
were accepted by George Mason. 

For several years before 1979 the Rector and Visitors of George Mason University had 
perceived the need to establish a law schoo l at the University . George Mason 's mission is 
imposed by statute to be the state university in Nonhern Virginia. The region 's rapidly 
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growing population was making demands for a more comprehensive range of educational 
serv ices . 

International School of Law had operated for several years as an independent law 
school, a District of Columbia corporation. with license from the Di strict to grant the Juris 
Doctor degree . International had developed its faculty. library collection and educational 
programs under the direction of a dedicated Board and had graduated a number of lawyers 
now in practice in Virginia and elsew here . In 1977 it moved its operations to Arlington. 
Virginia . 

During 1978 it became apparent to the governing boards of both George Mason 
University and International School of Law that a transfer of operational responsibility to the 
University mutually would enhance the achievement of the goals of the respective institu­
tions . After thorough study and consideration the General Assembly agreed to allow George 
Mason to establish a law school by enacti ng Senate Bill 007 in its 1979 session . With the 
Governor 's approval of the bill the Universi ty proceeded to estab lish its School of Law on 
July I, 1979. 

Through a series of required legal steps. International School of Law ceased to operate 
on June 30, 1979. and George Mason Un iversity estab lished its School of Law on July I. 
1979. accepting operational responsibil ity to continue the students and to accept the faculty 
of International . The institution has been integrally a pan of George Mason University since 
Jul y I. 1979 . 

ACCREDITATION OF THE LAW SCHOOL 
The School of Law is provisionally approved by the American Bar Association . It was 

placed on the list by action of the House of Delegates . American Bar Association . on August 
6. 1980. 

MISSION OF THE UNIVERSITY 
George Mason Universi ty wil l provide superior. traditional education enabling students 

to develop crit ical and analytical modes of thought and to make rigorous. honorable 
decisions . The Uni vers ity seeks to prepare students to interpret the complex questions faci ng 
them and soc iety . It further seeks to meet the needs of students by providing the opportunity 
for innovative educational methods and programs. and it will enhance these programs wi th 
undergraduate. graduate . and protessional courses of study that are cross-disciplinary. 

The Uni versity will support a faculty which is excellent in teaching, active in pure and 
applied research. and responsive to the needs of the community. 

The Uni versity will strive to be a resource of the Commonwealth serving government 
and private enterprise. and to be the intellectual and cultural focus of northern Virginia. 

THESCHOOLOF LAW 
The School of Law offers educational programs leading to the first professional degree 

in law, the Juris Doctor. Through a stimul ating instructional program. the School affords its 
students a sound curriculum responsive to contemporary demands. 

The curriculum provides in the first two years the basic skills and knowledge required 
for the challenge of the empahsis in the third year on the arraying of problems for legal 
analysis. The various social . economic , business and financial implications of problems 
with a legal aspect are explored both extensively and intensively . 
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ADMISSION TO THE BAR 
Each state and the District of Columbia have their separate rules relating to admission to 

the practice of Jaw. Students are advised to determine the requirements of the particular 

jurisdictions in which they have interest. These inquiries should be made during the process 

'Jf applying to law schtx.ll because some jurisdictions require the filing of an intention to 

study law within very shor1 periods of time after commencing study . 
The School attempts to keep current information on rules from various jurisdictions as a 

service to its students. However. the nature of the reponing service is such that uniform 

update cannot be assured. Therefore. students are urged to make direct contact with the 
admitting agency of the particular states in which they have interest. 

PHYSICAL PLANT 
The School of Law is located at 340 I Nonh Fairfax Drive in Arlington . Parking 

facilities are available on campus via the Kirkwood street entrance (between Washington 
Boulevard and Fairfax Drive) . The Law School occupies approximately 100.000 square feet 

of air conditioned space in a building containing approximately 138.000 square feet. There 
are four classrooms. three seminar rooms. and offices for faculty. administration and student 
activities. There is a large . attractive space devoted to the Law Library . Food service and a 
bookstore are located on the premises . 

LAW LffiRARY 
The Law Library currently consists of over 145.000 volumes and is rapidly expanding. 

In addition. the Library benefits from increasing access to computer stored resources as a 
result of its subscription to LEX IS . 

The School of Law is also a member of the library network of the Consonium for 
Continuing Higher Education in Northern Virginia. This membership affords access to the 
general university and public library collections of Northern Virginia. 

Proximity to the District of Columbia and the resources of its federal libraries and law 
school collections adds yet another dimension to the research capabilities available to 
students and faculty. 

A special international law collection held by the Library, the Murdock collection. 
contains many books not now in print and some manuscript materials not available else­
where . The collection was established through a donation by Professor James 0. Murdock 
from his private library and consists of nearly 2,000 volumes . 

Another special collection is comprised of case records. briefs. and law school 
notebooks of Frederick Berneys Wiener. Esquire. This hundred-volume collection makes up 
one of the most unusual and valuable histories available of the life of a highly respected 
attorney in cour1. 

The Patricia C. Bateman English Collection was established through a large contri­
bution by an anonymous donor in tribute to Ms. Bateman. Presently it contains the basic 
elements. but plans are that future development and gifts will afford a significant collection 
of English materials which directly bear on support of the curriculum and basic research. 
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PROGRAMS OFFERED 
All programs consist of a course of study leading to the Juris Doctor degree . For those 

who can devote substantially the whole of their working time to the study of law. a full time 
program is offe red in the Day Division . T his program ca n be comple ted in nine quarter> o f 

three acade mic years. 

Day Di vis io n classes are scheduled from 8 a .m . 10 5 p. rn . Monday th rnugh Fridav . 
Spec ial sess ions may be scheduled during weekends wit h prio r announcement . 

For those who must work to hd p defray expe n'e'. or for tho~ who have other 

o bligations whi ch prevent full time class aue ndance and study . the Evening D1v1sion offe r' 

two programs of study . T he Evening Regul ar program is designed to be completed in twelve 

quan ers o f fo ur academic years. The Evening Extended program requ in:s ane ndance during 

the three interve ning summers in add it ion 10 the rwe lve quaners of four academic ~ears. thu ~ 

reduc ing the load during the academic year as compared to Evening Regu lar. 

Evening Di vision classes are sc hed uled from 6 p .m. to 10 p .m .. Monda~ through 

Friday. h should be noted that it is n01 po,s1ble 10 complete the requ1 red seq ue nce unle" 

the student can auend c lass o n any give n night o f the week . Special session' may be 
scheduled on weekends with prior announc·emcm. 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF STUDENT RECORDS 
All info rmation in student records is considered co nfidenti al and subJect to the Fam il y 

Educational Rights and Pri vacy Act of 197-l . This ac t wa' designed to protec t the privacy of 

education records . 10 establish the right o f students to inspect and review the1r education 
records . and to prov ide guidelines tor the correc tion o f inaccurate o r m1 slcading da ta th roug h 

in fo rmal and fo rmal hearings. Students also have the right to tile complaints with the Fami ly 
Educational Ri ghts and Pri vacy Act O ffi ce <FERPAl concerning a lleged fa ilures by the 

institution to comply with the Act. 
Local policy explains in detai l the procedure' to be used by the inst ituti on fm com­

pliance with the prov isions of the Act. A copy of the policy may be found in the Law Student 
Records Off1ce. Questions concerning the Fam ily Education and Privacy Ac·t may be 

refe rred to the same offi ce . 
Access to student records is strictl y limited 10: 

I . The student: 
2. Members of the School and Uni versi ty staff who need acces» to perfonn thei r 

respec ti ve duties: 
3 . Couns of competent jurisdiction. upon the issuance of subpoe na: and 
4 . Other persons and agenc ies approved by the Pri vacy Act and as set fonh 111 law . 

Anent ion is directed to the fact that info rrnation as to name. ho me address. telephone 

number. marita l status. and name of spo use will appear in direc tories unless a student 

indicates . in writing. to the contrary . 
Census data (race , national orig in. age. etc.) required as pan of the matriculation 

process is no t considered by the School to be pan of the academic records . The data is used 

o nly to make required repons to governme ntal and accrediting agencies . It is re leased onl y 

fo r such purposes. at the request of the student . or in response to subpoena . 

Students are cautioned that when appl ying for jo bs o r loans. or otherwise in iti ating any 

ac tio n which may prompt inquiries at the School. they should make arrangeme nts with the 
Law Student Records Office for release of inforrnation to avoid embarassment . 
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OTIIER DOCUMENTS 
The information provided in this catalog is inte nded to be merely descripti ve of the 

princ ipal e ffects of the regulatio ns under which the faculty. admini stra tion and sta ff conduct 

the programs of the School. Copies of the Facul ty By-Laws and the Academic Regulat ions 

are o n file in the Law Library. 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 
Motor Vehicles 

The privilege of operating and parking a moto r-driven vehicle at George Mason 

University is ex te nded to all students, subject to the following procedures: 

Vehicles must be reg istered with the Departme nt o f Security and Safety . At the time of 
reg istratio n the student must certi fy that (a) the vehicle has a valid state registration and valid 

insurance from a recogni zed insurance carrier to affo rd coverage for publ ic li abil ity in 
conformity with the laws of the Commo nwealth of Virginia: (b ) the student has a va lid 

dri ver 's license : and (c) the student understands that he or she is governed by Univers ity 
Motor Ve hic le and Traffic Rules and Regul ations . a copy of which is furnished at the time of 

registration of the vehic le. A fee of $3.00 is charged for each vehic le reg istered . Every 
reg istered vehic le must display in full view the University's vehicul ar registration decal. to 

be affi xed immediately upon issuance to the left half of the rear bumper. The decal is valid 
from the period Septembe r I through August 3 1 o f the specified year. 

Decals fo r law students w ill be issued th rough the Cashier' s O ffi ce at the Law School. 

Identification Cards 
Identificatio n cards are issued to each stude nt as part of the registratio n process. 

Serving as the student' s offi c ial University identification. this card must be presented fo r use 
o f library materi als and may be required for admiss ion to University event s or for using 

Uni versity fac ilities after normal operating hours . The identificatio n card is issued for the 
student 's use. is not transferable and must be validated each term . 

Identification cards for law students wi ll be issued and validated through the Cashier's 

Office at the Law School. 

Fireanns 
The unauthorized possession. storage. display or use of any kind of ammunition, 

fi rearms , firewo rks . explosives . ai r rilles . air pistols. o r other lethal instrume nts is pro­
hibited on Uni versity property . Any questions regarding this regulatio n should be directed to 
the Departme nt o f Security and Safety (323-2 158) on the Fairfax Campus . 

Alcoholic Beverages 
The possession or consumption o f any alcoholic beverage is prohibited on University 

property unless the University has sanctioned the location and/or conditions for possession 
o r co nsumpt ion . 

Pets 
No pets will be permitted in University buildings at any time. Additionally. pets which 

are o n University property must be on a leash and under supervision at all times. 

Solicitors and Salesmen 
Solic ito rs and salesmen. except on official business with the University , are not 

permitted on University property (or in buildings ) without prior approval of the Uni versity's 
Bus iness Office. 
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STUDENT AFFAIRS 

STUDENT SERVICES 
General 

The Office of Suppor1 Services and the Office of Admissions a re located in the same 

area at the Law School. The Office of Suppon Serv ices maintains the reco rds o f enrolled 

students . The Office of Admissions conta ins the fil es of current applicants . In addition. these 

o ffi ces are the source of information concerning schedules and reg istration. housing. 

financial a id and veterans· be nefi ts . The offices are located on the second tloor of the Law 

School and are open Monday through Friday from 9 a .m . to 5:30 p .m .. and o n Tuesday . 

Wednesday and Thursday until 6 p.m . 
Tuition and other financial arrangements are settled through the Cash ier ·~ Office 

located on the second tloor of the Law Sc hool. They are open Monday from 10 a .m. to I 

p .m. and 3 p .m. to 5 p .m .: Tuesday. Wednesday and Thursday from II a .m . to I p.m. and 3 

p .m . to 6 p .m .: andFriday from 10 a. m . to I p .m . and 3 p .m . to 5 p .m. 
Counse ling and infonnation relating to the academic programs. readmiss ion . advanced 

standing and degree requirements are ava il able through the Office of Academic Affairs 

located on the second floor of the Law Sc hool. They are open Monday through Friday from 9 

a .m . to 5:30p .m 

Placement 
A Law School Placeme nt Office is mai nta ined to assist curre ntl y enrolled students to 

lind employment and to help a lwn ni find opponunit ies to practice . As!>i!>tance wi th the 

composi tion of resumes is provided by this Office . The Law School Placeme nt Office has 

cooperati ve arrangements with the Uni ve rsity O ffi ces of Placement and Career Services . 

si tuated o n the Fairfax Campus. 

Scholarships 
The Condo n Fund . made possible by the generous annual g ifts of Professor and Mrs . 

Dav id F. Condo n . affords a limited number of scholarships to students who have completed 

the ir first year of legal studies with a g rade point average of at least 3 .0 and can show 

fin anc ia l need . You may obta in an application by contac ting the O ffi ce of Suppor1 Services 

at the Law School prio r to May. 

Financial Aid 
The Uni vers ity Financial Aid O ffi ce provides a variety of services to assist students in 

the financing of their education . These services include financia l counseling . referral and 
infonnation resources . and financial ass istance. Student financia l assistance consists of 

g rants. loans and employment: awards are based on financial need . The University Financial 

Aid Office is located in the Student Union Building. on the Main Campus in Fai rfax . It is 

open Monday through Friday from 8:30a .m . until5 p .m . . and on Tuesday and Wednesday 
until 7:30 p .m . 

Law students are e lig ible for Guaranteed Student Loans (Federal Insured Student 

Loans). You should contact your local bank or credit union. the primary lenders o f this loan 

program . and if they participate in the Guaranteed Student Loan Program . you may receive 
the loan application fom1 from them directl y upon request. 

If you are a legal res ident of Virginia and cannot secure financial assistance through the 

above mentioned sources. you may be e ligi ble for a loan through the Virginia Education 

Loan Authority. If you are an out -()f-state resident , please contact your local bank or state 
loan authority. 
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You may contact the Office of Support Services at the Law School for applications and 

infonnation on the Virginia Education Loan Authority. 

Veterans Affairs 
The University maintains an Office of Veterans Affairs to assist veterans. service 

personnel. dependents and survivors in obtaining authorized educational benefits. Located 

in the Student Union Building on the Main Campus in Fairfax. the office is ope n Monday 

through Friday from 8:30a.m. unti16 p .m .. and on Monday and Tuesday until 7 p .m. 
Law students who are veterans may obtain information and gain access to applications 

for benefits through the Office of Support Services at the Law School . 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
Student Bar Association 

The student body is organized under a constitution as the Student Bar Association. Each 

student is a member of the Association. and the officers and class representatives of the 
organization are elected annually . 

The Student Bar Association Board of Governors provides liaison with the faculty and 

with the School administration. It provides services to the students through a system of 

committees and regular meetings with faculty members and administrators . The Association 
sponsors speakers. academic and social functions during the academic year. 
Law Review 

The GMU Law Review was established as the ISL Law Review in 1975 . and its first 
issue was published by the School in spring . 1976. It is edited by law students who are 
selected for scholarship and the ability to do creative writing and research. Students write 
comments and notes related to contemporary legal developments and to significant cases. 
Law review membership is both an honor and a unique educational experience . 
Docket 

The Docket is written and edited by students and is published on a regular basis . It 
affords a forum for student opinion and is a source of infonnation . All students are invited to 
contribute articles and journalistic experience in the preparation of the publication . 
International Law Society- Jessup Moot Court Team 

The main purpose of the International Law Society is to promote discussion and study 
of international law. Society members participate in conferences and sem inars and. 
additionally, sponsor a program of guest speakers to present lectures concerning inter­
national law . All students are invited to become members. 
Delta Theta Phi 

Delta Theta Phi Law Fraternity was founded in 1900 and remains one of the lead ing 
professional law fraternities . The J . Lindsay Almond , Jr. Senate of Delta Theta Phi was the 
first fully chartered national legal fraternity at the George Mason University School of Law. 
The Almond Senate and its members have received several national awards since it was 
installed in the summer of 1976. including the National Outstanding Senate and National 
Outstanding Professor Awards for 1978-79. and the National Outstanding Student Award 
for 1979-80. Membership is open to all studell{s, with rush being in the fall and spring 
quarters. 
Phi Delta Phi 

Phi Delta Phi is the nation 's oldest legal fraternity . It was founded in 1869 at the 
University of Michigan. ten years prior to the fonnation of the American Bar Association. 
Phi Delta Phi chapters are known as Inns. in the tradition of the English Inns of Court. where 
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students have gathered to become learned in the law since the Middle Ages. The Lewis F. 
Powell, Jr. Inn was installed at the School of Law on October27. 1980. Mr. Justice Powell is 

the first native Virginian to serve on the United States Supreme Coun in more than a century . 

The programs and projects of the Inn are designed to enhance the law school experience 
of the individual members . Nationally . Phi Delta Phi is viewed as an honors fraternity . The 

Inn maintains contact with practicing members of the profession through the Washington. 
D.C. Barrister Inn. composed of Phi Delta Phi graduates: while the International Fraternity . 
through its headquarters in Washington. provides a placement service and other benefits to 

the membership . 

HONOR CODE 
Each student. through matriculation in the School of Law. becomes bound by the 

Honor Code which has been adopted by the students and approved by the Faculty. The 
obligation extends to all academic work submined for credit. to use of the library . and 
includes declarations of good faith or intent made relevant to the status of a student at the 
George Mason University School of Law . Considered reprehensible are lying. cheating . 
plagiarism . stealing and the deprivation of others to access to library materials . The full text 
of the Code and its related procedures are available at the Law Library charge desk. 
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TUITION AND FEES 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
In accordance with deadlines established by the academic calendar and memoranda 

posted from time to time. all tuition and fees are payable in advance for the term. By the act 
of registration. each student accepts the responsibility for payment of tuition and fees for the 
entire term. 

Registration is not complete until the account is settled. Settlement is either by payment 
in full of the tuition and fees for the term . or by an arrangement for payment under the 
Deferred Payment Plan (DPP). Students are urged to arrange settlement well in advance of 
the deadlines. Failure to complete registration prior to the deadlines precludes registration 
for the tem1 in question . except by specific approval by the Dean . 

Deadlines for settlement of accounts and registration are the first day of classes for each 
term. For the academic year 1980-81 they are as follows: 

Fall Quarter . 1980 .. . . .. . . ... ... ......... . August 27. 1980 
Winter Quarter. 1980 . . . . . . .. ... .. .... . . .... November 24, 1980 
Spring Quarter. 1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 6, 1981 
Summer Term I. 1981 . . . ... .. .. ... . .. .. . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . .... June I, 1981 
SummerTermll . 1981 ...... . .. .. ......... . . ... ... ... . .. July 13,1981 
Checks for payment of tuition, fees. tines, or other obligations to the University should 

be made payable to George Mason University. Second party checks are not acceptable; pay 
checks from local business tirms payable to the student are the exception to this rule . 

Payments through the mail are encouraged and will be considered effective as of the 
postmarked date. 

Bills for deferred payments will not be prepared, although statements are periodically 
distributed. Each student bears the responsibility for making timely and accurate payments . 
Billing to third parties will be done and will be considered as settlement only when approved 
purchase orders or grant commionents have been submitted to the Cashier' s Office in 
advance of deadlines. 

Note 1: This fee is charged to those students who have been permined to register after deadlines 
upon specific approval by the Dean . 

Note 2: This fee is charged fo r each regi s tration resubmiss ion form filed by a student regardless of 

the number of courses affected . 
Note 3: Students participating in the graduation ceremony will bear the expense of cap and gown 

rental or purchase separately . 
Note 4: The first copy of a final transcript is furnished free of charge . Each additional copy 

requires payment of $2 with the order. 
Note 5: Any check returned to the University by the bank will result in this penalty fee to the payer. 

Further. the student who fail s to make good such a check within five calendar days following 
notification by the business office is placed on financial suspension without further notice . 

Notice: Tuition and fee rates as well as financial policies are established by the Board of Visitors of 
George Mason University and are subject to change without notice . Students. for planning purposes . 

sho uld anticipate a moderate increase in tuition and fees for the next academic year. The quoted rates 

are those applicable in 1980-81 . 

DEFERRED PAYMENT PLAN (DPP) 
Students may choose to settle their accounts under the Deferred Payment Plan if their 

tuition and fees for the term exceed $250. This plan is initiated by the payment of a $10 
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service charge ( DPP fee) per term . and half of the tuition and fees on or before the firs t day of 

classes and at the end o f the sixth wee k of classes (two payme nts total). Fai lure to pay any 

insta llme nt on the due date is considered a late payme nt and results in a tlat $ 10 penalry fee . 

FINANCIAL SUSPENSION AND REINSTATEMENT 
Stude nts whose accounts are in default for a period of 30 or more days wi II he placed on 

fin ancia l suspe nsion. In thi s event. the student forfe its the right to future u~e of the Deferred 

Payment Plan and the Cashie r' s Offi ce will notify the Registrar to withhold grades. future 

reg istratio n pri vileges. transcripts. diplomas. and other academic info rmation until the 

account is se ttled. For these accounts. selllement will require the full payme nt o f all charges 

and the payment of a $25 re instateme nt fee . 

REFUNDS 
If a stude nt withdraws from sc hool. changes from full -time to pan -time status. o r 

reduces a part -time load . tuit ion (but no t fees) will be refunded on the followi ng schedule . It 
sho uld be no ted that withdrawal while under the Deferred Payme nt Plan doc' not re,u lt in the 

discharge of a ll fmanc ial obligations . Furthermore. fo r entering students . wi thdrawal durin g 
the first quaner of study results in $ 100 being withhe ld from tuit ion owed and the perce nt ­

ages in the schedule being applied to the balance of tuit ion owed . 

The e ffec ti ve dates upon which re funds will be ba-;ed is the date of rece ipt by the Law 

Student Records Office o f a reques t. in writ ing. fo r withdrawal or cou rse reduction . 

Te lephonic communications will not be accepted fo r this purpose. 

For a reg ular quarte r the schedule of refunds is : 

Prio r to the ftrSt meeting of classes .. . 

Within the first week of classes ... . 

Within the second week of c l a~ses 

After the second week no refund s are made . 

For a summer te rm of six weeks the schedule of refunds is: 

Prio r to the fi rst meeting of c lasses 

Within the first week o f c lasses 

After the first week . no refunds a re made . 

ELIGIBILITY FOR IN-STATE TUITION 

IOO'lc 
67 Cfr 
33 '7c 

$ 100 '7, 

50'/t 

To be e lig ible fo r reduced tu itio n charges . a person must have been domiciled in 

Virg inia fo r a period o f at least one yea r prio r to reg istration fo r the term for which a reduced 

charge is sought. A person becomes domici led in Virg in ia when legally capable of estab­

lishing a do micile and present in Virg in ia with the unqualified intention of remaining in the 

state indefinite ly. 
Domic ile, howe ver , is primarily a question of intent and the burden of presenting 

convincing e vidence establishing do mic ile is upon the student seeking be nefi t of reduced 
tuition . Students who wish additional information o n domic ile should contac t the Domici le 

Administrati ve O fficer in the Office of Admiss ions . 
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TUITION AND FEES 

Tuition and fees for the 1980-81 academic year have been set as follows: 

In-State Out-of-State 
Students Students 

Tuition and Fees: 

Full-time (per academic year): 
Tuition $1.008.00 $4,158.00 
Building & Comprehensive Fees 252.00 252.00 

Total (per academic year) I 260 00 4 410 00 

Pan-time (per quarter hour): 
Tuition 24 .00 99 .00 
Building & Comprehensive Fees 6.00 6.00 

Total (per quaner hour) 3000 10500 

Other Fees: 
Late Registration Fee 10.00 10.00 
Deferred Payment Plan Fee 10.00 10.00 

(see DPP section) 
Late Payment Penalty Fee 10.00 10.00 

(see DPP section) 
Reinstatement Fee 25 .00 25.00 
Registration Resubmission Fee- 5.00 5.00 
Graduation Fee 15.00 15.00 
Transcript Fee 2.00 2.00 
Returned Check Charge 5.00 5.00 
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STATE LEGISLATION GOVERNING THE 
DETERMINATION OF STUDENT STATUS 

FOR TUITION PURPOSES 
The legi -.l ation !Section !.J-7 o f the Vi rgi nia Ctxle. as amended in IY 771 rela ting to 

pe rsons entitled to cen ain privileges at state institutions of higher education i., a> fol lo,, s: 

I . For the purposes o f thi., 'ection. the domic ile of an unemancipated mi nor ma~ be the 
domic ile o f e ither parent: provided . however. that if one parent has custody. the domicil..: of 
an unemancipated minor shall be the domicile o f the parent ha ving c u s t od~ . If there i~ no 
surviving parent or the whereabouts of the parent '> are unknown . then the domicile of an 
unemancipated minor shall be the domicile of the legal guardian of such unemancipated 
minor if the re are no c ircumstance' indi cating that >uch guardian-,h ip wa> created pnmari ly 
fo r the purpose of confe rring a Virginia domici le on '> uch emancipated minor. 

2 . Except a' provided in 2J-7 .2. no person in attendance at a state institut ion of higher 
education shall be ent itled to rc:duced tu ition charge>. unle'' -. uch per>t1n i-, and ha-, been 
domic iled in Virginia fur a period nf at lea>t one year immedi ate ly prinr tn the cTnnme nce ­
ment of the term . 'cmeste r or quancr for which an y such redu.:eJ tuition .: hargc "'ought 

J. A person who enro lls in any >uch in-,ti tut ion while not do miciled in Virgi nia docs not 
become entitled to reduced tuition charges by mere pre>em:e or rc-,iJence in Virgin~<t. In order 
to become so entitled. any such person mu-.t e.,tabl ish that. one year before the date of the 
alleged entitlement . he or she wa' at least I ~ year-. o f age or. if under tht Jge of 1~. wa, an 
emancipated minor. and he had abandoned his or her domici le and wa-, pre •. cnt in Virginia 
with the unqualitied intention of remaining in Vi rginia for the period irnmcJtatel~ aft er 
leaving -, uch institution and indeti nite ly thereafte r. 

4 . A person who is c lass itied or classitiable at the J ate of hi> nr her marriage a' o:: lig ihle 
to receive the pri vileges he rein desc ribed. may receive or cont inue to receive >uch pri ,·iteges 
until he o r she abandons hi-, or her Virginia dnmicile other than through am pre,u mption of 
law attaching to the ce re mony of marriage . 

5 . A student who i., not a member of the armed force' and who i-, not ot he ~>' 1 ~e elig ible 
for reduced tuition charge> and whose spouse nr pan.:nt is a member of the anned force> 
stationed in this State pursuant to milita ry order' >hall he entitled tn reduced tu ition charge., if 
such spouse or e ither parent. fo r a period of at least one vcar immediately prior tl' and at th ~ 
time of co mmenceme nt o f the tenn . se mester or 4uarter for which reduced tuition charges 
a re sought. has res ided in Virginia . bee n employed full -time and paid personal incnme taxes 
to Virginia . Such student shall be eligible for red tm.:d tuitinn through such parent under 
section only if he or she is claimed as a depende nt for Virgi ni a and federal in<:nme 1ax 

purposes . Such student shall be entitled to reduced tuition charges so long a-. such pare nt or 
spouse continues to res ide in Virginia. to be employed full -time and to pay personal in.:ome 
taxes to Virginia . 

6. Entitlement to reduced tuition charges mu st be estab li-,hcd by convinc ing evidence 
and the burden of establi shing entitlement shall be on the person claiming such cnllllemcnt . 

7 . The State Counc il of Higher Education for Virginia shall. in conjunction wi th the 
Office o f the Attorney General . seek to ensure that all State inst itutions of highe r educatio n 
wi ll apply uni fo m1 criteri a in determining eligibility for reduced tuition charge., . 
PENAL TIES . A student who provides false infom1 ation or re fuses or conceals infom1atinn 
fo r the purpose of achieving in-state status. or who fai ls to notify the Re., idency Clerk of a 
change of facts which mi ght affect reclassification from in -state to out-of-s tate statw •. shall 
be required to pay retroacti ve ly any tuition fees which would no rmally have been charged 
and shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action . 
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ADMISSIONS 

GENERAL 
Classes are admitted to commence the study of law only at the beginning of the Fall 

Tem1 each academic year . Transfer students may be admitted to begin study at other times of 
the year. but only if the sequence of study. considering advanced standing accorded them. 
meets the tests of a sound educational progran1: each individual case must be judged 
separately by the Cuniculum Committee . 

Each applicant for admission should take note that the basis for judging acceptrance 
does not include all qualifications necessary for actual matriculation. The most obvious of 
these is that ordinarily applicants apply and have applications considered during the course 
of their senior year in college. Before matriculation can be accomplished . the accepted 
applicant must have received the baccalaureate degree. Both external requirements 
(imposed by accrediting and licensing agencies) and internal practice dictate that certain file 
information must be completed before matriculation can be accomplished after acceptance. 
Finally. attention is called to the fact that acceptance does not guarantee that there will be a 
seat available . There are procedures , by making an acceptance deposit. through which the 
accepted applicant can insure that a seat will be available. 

There follows a summary and general description of the essentials of the process for 
application and. for the accepted applicant, ultimate matriculation. Since the number of 
applicants far exceeds the capacity of the entering class. concern for fairness has led the 
School to the practice of attempting close and consistent adherence to the procedures 
established. The procedures are designed to select those from the applicants who have the 
best promise of benefiting from the study of law at this Law School, and to identify those 
who. if accepted. will actually take advantage of the opportunity to study here. 

The School is committed to a policy of affording the broadest possible opportunity. 
within the limits of its capacity and resources, for persons of every race. nationality. ethnic 
origin , religion . age. sex. and other economic and social circumstances to study here. All are 
welcome: beyond. the School affirmatively seeks heterogeneity and diversity in the 
members of its student body . 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
Making Application 

Two documents are necessary before consideration of an application for admission can 
be made: 

I . An application form with all requested information supplied , accompanied by a $20 
application fee. The form may be obtained by writing. or otherwise contacting, the 
Admissions Office of the School. The form is the same for students applying who have never 
attended any law school. and for those who have previously attended a law school and are 
seeking advanced standings as transfer students . NO APPLICATION CAN BE PRO­
CESSED UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY THE LAW SCHOOL APPLICATION 
MATCHING FORM. WHICH IS FOUND IN EACH APPLICANT'S LSAT/LSDAS 
REGISTRATION PACKET. Since an LSAT and/or LSDAS report cannot be produced by 
Educational Testing Service without this Matching Form. it is necessary to return to the 
applicant any application received without it. The application and all information should be 
sent to the Director of Law School Admissions, School of Law, George Mason University, 
340 I North Fairfax Drive , Arlington, VA. 22201. 
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2 . A repo rt from the Law School Assembly Service (hereafte r referred to as LSAS ). 

Our recipient Code # is 5827 . The report must re flec t the fo llow ing : 

(a) A ll work done at any college . No judgement will be made o n less than three-fourths 

o f the work required for a baccalaureate degree. The report must re tlect all work done . and 

tha t a baccalaureate degree wi ll be awarded prior to matriculation . Ev idence of work done at 

a g raduate leve l must a lso be submitted - e ither through LSAS or independent ly . 

(b) The results o f a ll Law School Adm ission Tests taken. Again. no conside ration can 

be undertake n until the applicant has taken and has had reported by LSAS . the results of the 

LSAT: ho wever . results of all tests. if more than one. are required . 

The applicant may obta in information about the LSDAS from the Admissions Oftice at 

this School o r may appl y directly to the Law Schoo l Admi ssion Services . Box 2000 . 

Newtown . Pennsy lvania 18940 . 

3. If the applicant is presenting unde rgraduate work from an institution outside the 

jurisdiction o f accrediting agencies of the United States. it wi ll be necessary fo r the applicant 

to supply. in addition to the foregoing. a certiticate from the World Educational Services . 

Inc . , P .O. Box 745 . Old C he lsea Station. New York. N. Y. 100 I I . evalua ting the fore ign 

work in te rms of whether it is equiva le nt to a baccalaureate degree from an accredited 
institution in the United States . This is required because this School does not have the 

fac ilities to evaluate undergraduate work done outs ide the United States . 

To Be Completed Prior to Matriculation 
Both exte rnal requirements trom governmental and accrediting agencies and sound 

inte rnal policy require that the School have complete files of certai n info rmation befo re 

pe rmitting a student to registe r and become a matricul ant for deg ree. Hence . the fo llowing 

are important both to the applicant and to the institution . 

Applicants who have been accepted have the fo llowing to complete before matricu­

lation can be accomplished: 

I . Final oftic ial transcripts fro m a ll educational institutions attended . including 

evide nce that a bacca laureate degree ha~ bee n awarded: 

2. Comple te and file the academic census form: 

3. Comply with any cond ition specitied in the lette r of acceptance: and 

4 . Have available a seat in the ente ring class; in thi s connectio n see the section below 

wh ich discusses the Acceptance Deposit. 

The baccalaureate degree required must be from an accredited college or univers ity 

under the jurisd iction of one o f the reg iona l accrediting assoc iations of the United States or . 

fo r those do ing undergraduate work abroad . work equi valenr to that required by an American 

accredited institut ion . Proof is by an offic ia l transcript showing the date the degree was 

conferred: fo r work done abroad . the certificate of the World Educational Services. Inc . . is 
the required fo rm of proof. 

Census Forms 
The census materia l incl udes info rmation re lating to the accepted applicant' s race . 

national o rigi n . e thnic origi n . religion . marital status . age, and sex . As noted in the 

discussion of student records all of th is information is confidential and is used o nly in gross 

fo rm (no t identifying individual students) : its access is strictl y limited to the mi nimum of 

s taff personne l necessary to prepare the required reports . The reports are required by the 

accrediting agencies and. from time to time , governmental agenc ies concerned with such 

widely dive rse maners as license to grant the degree to charitable exemption for federal tax 

purposes. Some use of the information in gross may be made in internal studies . Other than 
the usual directory informatio n (unless the individual student has di rected o therwise) no 

o ther information is disclosed with individual identifica tion. 
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Transfer Students 
Transfer students. whether advanced standing has been granted or not. must supply (in 

addition to the foregoing) the following : 
5. Official transcripts of all work done in law schools attended; 

6 . A letter from the Dean . or the Dean 's designate. of the last law school attended 
which states that the applicant is in good standing . and eligible to continue at that 
law school. 

ACCEPTANCE DEPOSIT 
For those seeking a seat in the entering class . acceptance and the completion of 

documentation outlined above does not guarantee a seat will be available . Because not all 
who are accepted decide to attend , more acceptances are tendered than there are seats in the 
entering class . To attempt to fill every seat. in order to afford the greatest number possible an 
opportunity to study at this Law School. an acceptance depositof$100 is required to reserve 
a seat. The $100 is refundable only in accordance with the schedule below and upon timely 
resignation . The only other circumstances for which a refund can be made is upon the death 
of the depositor, or a severe illness which was unforseen at the time the deposit was made . 

Since the School's policy is against forfeitures. all applicants are urged to be in a 
position of reasonable certainty that they will attend in the term for which acceptance is made 

before making the Acceptance Deposit. 
If the depositor subsequently matriculates in the term for which acceptance was 

extended. the $100 is applied toward the tuition for the Fall Term . If one matriculating 
withdraws prior to the end of the Fall Term. the $100 is deducted before calculating the 
amount of refund, if any. which is due the withdrawing student. 

Letters of acceptance establish deadlines for the tender of the deposit. If an accepted 
applicant does not make the deposit by the time prescribed. another is accepted and given an 
opportunity to make the deposit . This process continues until all of the spaces available have 
been filled by persons making the deposit. Therefore. it is unlikely that an accepted applicant 
who has not made the deposit will find an available space . 

Refunds of all or part of the Acceptance Deposit is made to those depositors who. in 
writing, resign their space and request refund . The request must be received not later than the 
date specified in the letter of acceptance. Refunds will be awarded only on the ba\•·' .-r a 
written request. Telephonic communication cannot affect the amount of the refund . 

The following percentages of the deposit will be refunded if the request is received on or 
before the date specified: 

If before April(. 100% 
If after April I and before May I. 90% 
If after May I and before May 15. 80% 

If after May 15 and before June I , 70o/o 
If after June I and before June 15, 50% 
If after June 15 and before July I, 30o/o 
If after July I and before July 15,20% 
If after July 15 and before August I , I Oo/o 
If the request is received after August I. no portion can be refunded. 
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CRITERIA FOR JUDGING ADMISSION 
Since the number of appl ications exceeds the spaces avai lab le in the ente ring cia~~. 

selec tion fo r admission is necessary . The grade average for undergraduate " ork and the 

scores on the LSA T are the primary crite ri a used in making decisions . The School recognizes 

that there is a pe rcentage of persons whose potential fo r effecti ve study is not measured by 

these crite ria. Hence . the Admi ssions Committee attempts to de term ine personal motivation 
and other indications of the potential in addition to the objective crite ri a . To be selected. 
those with lo w LSAT scores must have other indicators of apt irude and abili ry for law srudy . 

Admissions are administered affirm ati ve ly to encourage large numbers of female~ and 
large numbers o f persons fro m racial. national. ethnic. and econo mic mi nonties 10 seek 

admi ssion. The School has be ne fited . and wi ll benefi t. from havi ng a heterogeneous srudent 

body. representing both sexes, and cultura ll y. rac ia ll y. e thnically . and nationally diverse . 

ADVANCED STANDING 
T ransfe r students seeking advanced standing - i.e . . credi t fo r work completed at other 

law schools- should be advised of the fo llowing: 

No ad vanced standing is given except fo r work completed at a law school approved by 
the American Bar Assoc iation . Advanced stand ing is rarely give n beyond the first year 
(full -time) and is never given in excess of fifty percent of the work req uired for degree. both 
in te rms of acade mic credit and residence cred it. It is rare that any credi t is given for less than 

a full academic year 's work . Courses in which the transfe r made a grade less than the average 
grade fo r graduation required at the former instirut ion cannot be cred ited . 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Leaves of Absence 

Failure to register for the term fo r which acceptance has bee n tendered results in 
cancellation o f the acceptance unless a leave of abse nce is sought and granted prior to the 
close of reg istration for the term for which acceptance is made . Leaves of absence may be 
granted only when the criteria presented by the appl icant offer assurance that the person will 

not preempt opportunity of applicants in a furu re year . The acceptance deposit must be left 
on deposit for an applicant to obtain leave . 
Terms 

It is emphasized that no application can be considered until the documentatiOn specified 
has been rece ived and matriculation cannot be completed unt il the furthe r docu mentation 
noted has bee n accomplished . The terms and conditions upon which acceptance is made are 
contained in the letter o f acceptance . No person is authorized to vary terms and condi tions 
except in writing and oral opinions cannot be relied upon . 

The admission processes. as are other academic operations. are governed by Academic 
Regulations adopted by the Faculty . Regulations 3 and 4 are di rectly applicable to 
admissions and contain the details for the interpretatio n and application of the descriptions 
which have been given in th is catalog . Copies of the Regulations are available in the Law 
Library for co nsultation. 
Information 

Further information regarding the place to apply for the Law School Admission 
Test(LSAT). the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS) and other matters con­
cerning admissions can be obtained by writing or otherwise contacting the Admissions 
Office at the Law School. 
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ACADEMIC PROVISIONS 

MATRICULATION 
Classification 

A student matriculates either as a full -time student or as a pan-time student. All 
full-time students are matriculants in the Day Di vision and may take courses only in that 
Division . A full-time student devotes substantially the whole of the student' s working time 

to law study. All students who do not qualify for class ification as full -time are matriculants in 

the Evening Division . Evening Division students are e "-pected to be avai lable for classes on 

any of the fi ve evenings of a no rmal working week. 
For convenience . all part-time students are matriculated in the Evening Division: 

however. if seats are available . it is possible for part -time students to take courses offered in 

the Day Division. It should be noted that seats normall y are not ava ilable in the Day Division 
fo r pan-time students in the ir first year and for problem courses in the Third Phase . 

A student may change from pan -time to full -time or from full -time to part-time at 
pe riods which permit programs to be arranged in accordance with sound educational 

prac tices. It is not practical to change status from part-time to full -time until the completion 
of the ftrst academic year (plus summer if the part-time work is taken in the extended 

program ) and the ti rst term of the second academic year. The change from full -time to 
part-time during the first year is difficult to accomplish. and normally results in the loss of 
some cred it in courses already in prog ress . After the first year of study. the change is 
prac tical. but requires a petition to the Law School Academic Affairs Office and the granting 
of the request fo r change. Thi s procedure is necessary to reduce the chance of error and to 
pe rmit the audit of academic progress in advance of the change for guidance in the 
sati sfacto ry completion of the required course of study . 
Maintenance of Matriculation 

Maintenance of matriculation requires regular class preparation and attend ance. regis­

tration in the course o f study required for the status and program selected by the matriculant. 
and the successive registration for each term of each program year until study is completed . 

The program year for Day and Evening Regular is the academic year: the Summer Terms are 
included in the program year fo r Evening E"-tended . Attainment of minimum qu ality work is 
a condition precedent to continu ing matricul ation. 
Leaves of Absence 

Matriculation is cancelled if a stude nt fails to co mplete the work of a te rm. fails to 
register for a consecuti ve te rm of the program year. or fails to regi ste r for the ne"-t succeeding 
year. unless the student has requested. and been granted. a leave of absence . 

Leaves are granted fo r good cause . Good cause consists either of unexpected hardship 
o r o f circumstances indicating that the best academic welfare of the student will be served by 
the leave. Leaves are granted only to those performing at acceptable levels of academic 
pe rfo rmance . 
Registration 

Compli ance with regul ations and directions re lating to registration is necessary to 
accomplish registration within the meaning in which the term is used in various parts of the 
catalog . Attention is directed to the requirement that accounts be settled before registration is 
completed . Please note that attendance is not credited prior to registration except as 
attendance credit is specifically allowed upon petition and the grant of such credit by the 
Executive Committee. Students are urged to make arrangements in advance and to obtain 
approval o f any deviation in advance of deadlines for registration. The deadline for all 
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registrations is the fi rst day of classes in any term . Any completion of reg i ~ t ration after >uch 
deadline is a late regist ration. Late registration is not a matter of right and i> granted only for 
good cause . 

There is no period for dropping and adding cou rses . Any change of cnur'e' "deemed a 
new registration. If done after registration deadline (i .e .. the first day of da>se' tor a tcm11 
the changes are considered a late registration and must be supported by >ho"" 1 ng of good 
cause. 

ACADEMIC CREDIT 
Unit of Credit 

The unit for measurement of academic credit is the credit hour which i> e4ui' alent to a 
quarler hour. One credit hour is awarded for the successful completion of a cuur>c meeting 
one hour per week for a quarter or term of the regular academic year. Sul'l:e,ful comp letion 
req uires the completion of all registration procedures. the punctua l and regular prcpar . .llion 
fo r and attendance of scheduled class sessions and the earning of a passing grade for the work 
completed . 
Grades 

Grade points are awarded as follows: 
A 4 .0 D+ 1.5 Inc 00 w () () 

B+ 3.5 D 1. 0 Cane 0.0 Cr 0 .0 

B 3.0 F 0.0 F-absent 00 NC ll.!l 

C + 2.5 s 0.0 U-abse nt 0.0 IP 00 

c 2.0 u 0.0 Aud 0 .0 

Upon completion of a cou rse, matricul ated students sha ll be graded on the A th rough F scale. 
including F-abs: Sand U scale. includ ing U-abs. All courses are graded on the A through F 
scale unless Academic Regu lations and/or the Curriculum Committee designate other... ise . 
When so authorized. S indicates work at a le vel of C or better. using the A-F >L·ak 

If a matriculated student fai ls to complete ass igned work on sc hedu le. including the 
final examination. the grade assigned will detennine whether or not the student may late r 
complete the mi ssed work . If permission has been granted to compl ete the missed work. the 
temporary notation in lieu of grade . · ·Inc.· · is entered and will be repl aced by the appmpriate 
grade upon completion of that work . If permission is not granted 10 complete the la te work. 
the student will receive F-absent or U-abse nt. whichever is applicable . 

All grades on the letter scale except F (or F-abse nt) are passing and ned it is earned for 
the work completed with such grades. Credit is also awarded for grades of S No academ ic 
credit is awarded for work receiving the grade ofF . F-absent. or U -absent . 

W is entered in lieu of grade as the tina I dispos ition. academically . of a couN.' fo r wh ic h 
a student was registered if either matricul ation is cance lled or the student withdraws from 
School before the end of a term and the withd rawal is accepted by the Law Schoo l Academic 
Affairs Office. 

Cane is entered as the tina! disposition for courses in which regi~tration i ~ can..:e lled . 
The reasons and/or bases for cancellation of registration are many and varied . These incl ude 
correction of mistakes . re-submission of registration. and nearl y any other reason for 
interrupting regi stration. except the total withdmwal fro m School by the registrant. 

IP is entered in lieu of a grade for the tirst term of a two-term course and ~ i g nifies that 
atte ndance and other requi red work has been completed . If a student obtain~ leave at the 
conclusion of the first term of the sc heduled two terms. the notation remains until the 
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absentee returns and completes the work of the second term . After completion. the aoppro­

pri ate grade is entered for the temporarhy notation. If not completed. registration will be 

cancelled . 

F-abscnt and U-absent are failing grades and have the same academic effect as grades 

ofF and U. respecti vely . These grades are entered when a srudent fails to complete required 

work under ci rcumstances that prohibit excuse of the fa ilure to complete. Failure to complete 
includes the failure to take a final examination as scheduled . 
Academic Averages 

To determine cumulative average . the total grade po ints earned is divided by the total 
number of credit hours for which grades of A through F and F-absent have been given . 

Credit hours in courses for which the grades ofF and F-absent have been receivtxl are 

not counted toward the minimum number of credit hours required for the degree. notwith­

standing such hours are used in determining cumulative average . 

Although the credit hours for courses in which the srudent receives grades of S. U. or 
U-absent are omitted in calculating cumulative average. the credit hours for which the grade 

of S is earned are counted toward the minimum number of credit hours required for the 
degree. 
lnterpreation of Cumulative Average for Academic Progress 

The Recorder prepares cumulative averages only for internal administrative purposes 

except at the end of the year . End of term cumulative averages reflect only the work 
completed to the end of the given term (some may be in progress and some incomplete) . The 

Recorder updates the relative standing of various cumulative averages at the end of the year. 
after the completion of the summerterm . except for graduating classes. 

At the end of each summer term . the cumulative program year averages earned by all 
pe rsons completing the first year- both Day and Evening - are compared to determine the 
ranges of averages which fall within respective quintiles. A similar comparison is made of 
averages earned by those having completed the second-year Day and the second- and 
third-year Evening Programs. combined . For the graduating classes. a combination of 
averages o f all who have graduated since the last commencement (end of previous summer 
and the previous mid-year) together with those of graduates at the annual commencement are 

similarly compared and evaluated. 
Numerical ranking in class is not attempted because it is felt that in many ranges of the 

numerical ranking the apparent disparity connoted by numbers is greater than the disparity of 
academic achievement. For example. out of a class of 100. the academic performance 
disparity is usually very slight between the one ranking 35th and the one ranking 50th . but the 
numerical ranking gives the appearance of a wide separation. 

The information afforded means that srudents (or officials of the School writing 
supporting recommendations) informing prospective employers of relative rank of academic 
performance should exercise care to properly identify the basis of the estimate . Normally , 
those seek ing summer employment will be using the criteria developed at the end of the prior 
su mmer as a measure for estimating relative rank of a current cumulative average. This 
should prove sati sfactory if properly identified and , in appropriate cases. explained . 

RESIDENCE CREDIT 
For convenience in determining whether or not sufficient residence credit has been 

earned. residence credit is expressed in terms of residence units. A minimum of 36 residence 
units is required for graduation. 

The student is cautioned that minimum requirements respecting residence is not merely 
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an internal academic requirement of this law school. It is an e lement. directly or indirectly . 

in the rules relating to bar admission in most juri sdictions . It follows that minimum 
requirements cannot be waived or modified . Waiver would jeopardi ze the qualification of 

graduates to sit for bar examinations . 
Only work for which a student is registered and in regular atte nd ance can be counted in 

calculating residence credi t. Only acade mic work for which a passing grade (0 or better or 
S) was rece ived can be counted. 

It will be noted . in the table of residence units credi t which follows. that differing 
amounts of residence units are awarded full -time and part-time students for the same length 
of study and the same amount of course credit earned . The reason lies in the requ irements 
externally imposed that the course of study differs in length for the full -time and for the 
part-time students. The rationale for the external rule (by accrediting agenc ies and bar 
admission agencies) is that those who do not devote substantially the whole or the ir working 
time to the study of law shou ld engage in study for a longer period than those who do devote 
substantially all their working time to law study. 

The basis for computation under the following table is the number of clock hours per 
week for class meetings of work successfully completed with a passi ng grade . For terms 
other than standard quarters or standard semesters. the clock hours per week of class 
meetings is different than credit hours earned in such courses. For example . a four-quarter 
hour course taken in a six -week term must meet not less than eight cloc k hours per week for a 
six-week term . Hence . 8 would be used in the table rather than 4 . 

Clock 
houn Standard Sc..dard 6- ~·k . 8-wk . 10-"·k. 12-\lllo·k. 

per "''k. Status semester qcamr lrnn ll'rm lum l<rm 

10 or Ff 600 4.00 2. 15 2.90 3.60 4 .35 

more PT 4 .50 3.00 1.60 2. 15 2 .70 3 25 

8 or Ff 4 .80 3.20 1.70 2.30 2.90 3 45 

9 PT 4 .50 3.00 1.60 2. 15 270 3.25 

6or Ff 3.60 2.40 1.30 1.70 2. 15 2.60 

7 PT 3.35 2.25 1.20 1. 60 2.00 2.45 

4or Ff 2.40 1.60 .85 1.1 5 145 1.70 

5 PT 2.25 1.50 .80 1.05 1. 35 1.60 

Note that program requirements dictate a heavier course load than the minimum of 
passed hours required for the earning of residence credit in the chart above . In addition. it 
should be borne in mind that the minimum program requirements are below the average 
course load required to graduate on schedule . 

Hours spent in classes in which a failing grade was received are not counted in 
establishing residence credit. 

Since residence credit is a term and concept peculiar to law study and bar admission. the 
student is cautioned to exercise care in calculating completion of graduation requirements if 
the student ' s program is something other than a standard program - whether by reason of 
failure , leave of absence , change of status or other reason. 

If a course is repeated, the hours attended per week in the term when the course f!Ist was 
taken are not counted . However, if a passing grade was received the first time , the residence 
credit for the term in which first taken is recomputed at the repeat. 

If a failing grade is later converted to a passing grade by re-examination . the hours 
involved are counted toward residence credit in the term and residence credit recomputed . 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
The Faculty may elect to candidacy for the degree of Juris Doctor only those who satisfy 

each and all of the following: 

I . Academic work presented for degree must sat isfy program requirements set by 
regulations in effect at the time the cand idate first matriculated including requirements 
relating to both required courses and the selection of electives. 

2. The candidate shall present not less than 126 credit hours of passed work (grade of D 
or better) in courses taken not more than five years prior to the time of presentation . At least 
117 of the 126 credit hours must have been earned in courses in regularly scheduled classes, 
meeting in classrooms and relying upon classroom exercises to carry the burden of 
instruction . 

3 . The candidate shall present not less than 36 residence units . 
4. The candidate shall present a grade point average of at least 2.00 for all work taken 

for which an A through F grade was awarded. 
The foregoing requirements are performable during the course of three academic years 

as a full-time student and in four academic years as a part-time student . The Evening 
Extended program is designed to permit the normal completion of requirements in tour 
academic years and the three intervening summer terms. 

INSTRUCTION 
Class Attendance 

Regu lar and punctual c lass preparation and attendance is required to earn academic 
credit. If a student is absent more than one clock hour of classes scheduled for each credit 
hour assigned the course, the student has not completed satisfactorily the work of the course 
and no credit can be awarded unless the reason for absence is beyond the volitional control of 
the student. If absences for good reason exceed 20 percent of the scheduled sessions of a 
course, the student is not eligible for credit. Students may be denied the right to si t for 
examination if absences exceed the permitted maximum . 

In cases which appear to the instructor to have merit, that instructor may permit the 
substitution of work equivalent to class attendance if the work is designed to achieve 
approximately the purposes of c la~s attendance. In no event is the alternative of equivalent 
work a matter of right; permitting substitution lies solely in the discretion of the instructor 
and no instructor is under compulsion or pressure to permit same . Attendance credit for 
substituted work cannot exceed ten percent of scheduled class sessions. 
Examinations 

Credit is awarded and grades assessed on the basis of performance by the student on a 
written examination as a normal matter. In no event will alternate methods other than 
examination be undenaken without the prior approval of the Curriculum Committee. If a 
method other than examination is used to generate more than 25 percent of the grade for a 
course, the course shall be graded on S and U scale . 

AJl examinations are graded on an anonymous grading system. At each examination 
period each student is assigned an identification number by the Recorder. Only this 
identification number shall be available to the instructor during the grading of the exami­
nation and the reponing of grades based on the examination grade . Release of grades shall be 
upon the order of the Faculty following due consideration. 

Students who do not want fellow students to know their grades should exercise care in 
revealing the number and, in no event, is a student to reveal the number to a memberofthe 
faculty until all grades have been reponed and the anonymous key released. A notice to this 
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effect will be posted when the key has been released so that facult y members may discuss 
grades with individual students . Until such time. a student should make inquiries only 
through the Recorder or other administrator to safeguard the integrity of the anonymous 
system. 

Examinations must be taken at the time and place noted on the examination sc hedule . In 
no event and for no reason is an examination to be administered prior to the day it is 
scheduled . For adequate reasons (adequate reason being a circumstance beyond the 
volitional control of the student ) an examination may be administered at some other site on 
the scheduled date and at the scheduled time if circumstances assure the integrity of the 
examination process. 

Excuses and requests for permission not to sit must be presented to the Law School 
Academic Affairs Office to insure the anonymity of the grading process . Such requests 
should be prese nted prior to the scheduled date of the examination except in emergencies. 
Appropriate documentation will be required . 

For some specific. excused absences from the regularly scheduled examination. a 
student may sit for the examination on a date not to exceed five calendar days from the day 
the examination was administered. Such excuses include only I) illness of student attested 
by a physician· s cenificate. 2) temporary injury preventing sitt ing. 3) attendance at funeral 
of spouse . child . parent . grandparent or si bling . 4) delivery of student' s child . 5) panici­
pation in marriage ceremony of parent. child or sibling which was scheduled subsequent to 
the completion of registration for the course. and 6) attendance at coun required by legal 
process. 

ln all other cases examination must be taken the next time examinat ion is regularly 
admin.istered for the course in the Division in which the student is matriculated : if the course 
is next offered in a summer term or in the other Division. the student has the option of sitti ng 
at that time or waiting for the offering in the following regular academic year in the student· s 
Division . One si tting for examination may attend sess ions of the course without registering 
for the course. Eligibility requires notification. but the course should not be included in 
registration . 

A student who is absent from an examination without permission from the Law School 
Academic Affairs Office shall be given an F-absent or U-absent . whichever is appropriate . 
as the cnurse grade. 

Members of the faculty are required to keep (or cause to be stored under the custodial 
care of the School of Law) all examination papers. Hence. none can be returned to 
examinees on a permanent basis. It is expected that full-time faculty will be available for 
reasonable periods to discuss perfonnance with individual students. 

Re-examination 
ln the case of a failure in a course, it is rare that the Executive Committee will frnd the 

extraordinary circumstances necessary to justify the granting of petitions for re­
examination. 

Currently , the policy established by the Committee is not to permit the repeating of 
courses failed except in the case when an F-absent or U-absent is entered by reason of 
excessive absences from class sessions. In the latter case, petitions may be granted for 
retaking the course in appropriate circumstances. 

Neither re-examination nor the repeating of a course is available if a passing grade (D or 
better) was received the fust time the course is taken . 

The grade earned on re-examination is given; provided. not more than two grade points 
per credit hour will be awarded for purposes of determining cumulative averages. 
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
Programs 

Three prog rams of instruction are offered whic h lead to the Juris Doctor degree . The 
Day Di vision consists of one program for full -time law study. The Evening Di vision consists 
o f two programs for part -time students: Evening Regular and Evening Extended. The 
Evening Regul ar program is designed to be executed during four regular academic years 
only with the student hav ing summers as vacations from study. The Evening Extended 
program is designed to be executed during four regular academic years and three intervening 
summer terms. 

No other programs of study are authorized . Spec ial programs for transfer students or 
students with extraordinary program problems arising from hav ing taken a leave of absence 
may be established by the Executi ve Committee of the Faculty. or the Curriculum 
Committee . as appropriate . 

Course Loads 
A student enro lled in any program shall register and maintain registration in the courses 

prescribed fo r a given tem1 throughout his study in the portion concerned with required 
courses. The normal loads. and the max imum and minimum loads pem1itted during times 
when the program consists of only required courses . are the number of hours prescribed as 
the required prog ram. When a student reaches the portion of the course of study which 
incl udes elective courses. the following course loads apply: 

For a Day Di vision matriculant. the nom1alload is 13-15 credit hours . The minimum 
load to maintain this program is 12 and the max imum is 16 credit hours. 

For the Evening Regular matriculant the normal program is 9- 11 credit hours. wi th a 
minimum of 9 and a max imum of II . 

For the Evening Extended matricul ant . the minimum is 8 credit hours . The max imum is 
8 or 9 during the first two years. and is I I during the last rwo years. 

Approval of less than minimum loads will be granted only for good cause and in 
furtherance of des irable academic objecti ves. Further, approval is subject to the following 
regul ations: 

A Day Di vision student must have a load of at least 12 credit hours in at least 8 quarters 
who no load exceeding 16 hours in each of the quarters. If the above is met. permi ssion can 
be g iven for a load of at least 10 but less than 12 credit hours in one of the nine quarters 
required for graduation. 

An Evening Division matriculant must complete at least II quarters with a minimum 
load of 8 quarter hours with no overload if any of the I I quarters. Permission can be granted 
for less than minimum in one quarter. Note. however. that at least a summer term must be 
taken to meet residence requirement~ in such circumstance. Further. inquiry should be made 
whether the bar admission agency of the state in which the matri culant desires to seek 
admission will recognize study which entai ls less than the minimum course loads prescribed : 
some, New York , for example. does not. 

Loads in excess of the max imum prescribed fo r Evening matriculants can be granted in 
such rare and esoteric circumstances as to be practically non-ex istent. Permission to take 
overloads in the Day Di vision is granted in relatively rare cases . The petitioner must have a 
consistent history of outstanding academic performance and. in addition. there must exist a 
special. educationaJiy- related reason for the overload. 

A student is not required to take loads in the last term to complete graduation 
requirements in excess of the load necessary to complete credit hour and residence 
requirements for the degree. 

- 28-

School of Law Catalog 1981-1982 
George Mason University Law School

http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/catalog 



ACADEMICPERFOR~CE 

Minimum Academic Performance and Readmission 
Minimum academic perfonnance is judged only at the end of each program year of the 

matriculant 's study (at the end of the academic year for the Day and Evening Regular 
programs and at the end of the summertenn forE vening Extended students). For purposes of 
calculating the cumulative averages of matriculants in the Evening Extended program for 
application of the following provisions, calculation shall be made at the end of the second 
Summer Tenn whether grades have been reported for the second term or not . 

If, at the end of any year of study, a matriculant 's cumulative average is less than 2.00. 
the student is ineligible to continue and , unless readmitted under provisions of Academic 
Regulations in force at the time . shall have matriculation cancelled and notation entered on 
transcript ... Dropped for Poor Scholarship . .. 

Any student readmitted or continued in matriculation whose cumulative average is less 
than 2.00 shall be continued only in .. Academic Probation ." Academic probation includes 
each of the following : 

(I) Conditions may be imposed and these conditions may include a change in status (as 
to full-time or part-time) . corrective education work. leave of absence. repeat of a course or 
courses, re-examination, and other conditions appropriate to the student's circumstances. 

(2) The academic program shall be approved under direction of the Executive Com­
mittee so long as the student remains on academic probation . 

(3) The conditions shall include. in all cases. the condition that a student obtain not less 
than a tenn average of2.00 in each of the terms of the regular academic year of the student 's 
next program year with a cumulative average of not less than 2.00 by the end of that year. 

When a student is readmitted on academic probation , or is continued on probation. 
compliance with the conditions of probation shall entitle the student to continue in matricu­
lation . Failure to meet the conditions shall result in cancellation of matriculation and 
dismissal for academic reasons . A Student once readmitted shall not be readmitted by the 
Executive Committee a second time. Only the full Faculty can readmit such a student and the 
Faculty shall entertain consideration of petitions only when the Executive Committee has 
found extraordinary circumstances and recommends that the Faculty consider such 
petitions . 

Readmission of Students with Academic Deficiencies 
If the cumulative average of a student at the end of the ftrSt year is at least I . 70 for a Day 

student or 1.61 for an Evening student, the student who petitions may be readmitted by the 
Executive Committee if a cause, or causes, for the academic deficiency can be identified 
and, in addition , the cause or causes identified are correctible or non-recurring . Absent such 
findings, the petition shall be denied and the case treated as one with averages below such 
limits . Cause is defmed in Academic Regulation 10- 1.5 . 

If the average of a Day student is less than 1.70or that of an Evening student ts less than 
1.61 after the first year, readmission shall be denied and not again considered. 

If a student, other than the one who has been on probation and met the terms of 
probation , at the end of the second year or any subsequent year has a cwnulative average of 
less than 2 .00, such student shall oot be readmitted . 

No committee may grant readmission to either (I) a person previously readmitted or (2) 
one with a cumulative average below the minimum prescribed above . Readmission in either 
category can be granted only by the Faculty under procedures prescribed by Academic 
Regulation 10- 1.6 . . 
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Other Conditions 
Matriculat ion may be cancelled on non-academic grounds as provided in Academic 

Regulation 10- 7 . The grounds include serious misconduct: demonstrated inability or unwill­

ing ness to e ngage seriously in law study and various serious infractions of administrati ve 

reg ulations - e .g . . fa ilure to pay accounts or failure to obtain leaves of absence . 

CURRICULUM 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
The curriculum is arranged in three phases . Each phase has its distinctive o bjective or 

objectives. These objecti ves have been articulated by the Faculty in its adoption of various 

committee repo rts . 
Brie fl y. the first phase is designed to induce insight into the e le ments of the legal system 

and o f lawyer functio ns. The second phase is designed to fi ll o ut these e le ments and 
suppleme nt the m fo r growth of insight into required basic concepts and skill s. The third 

phase is des igned to focus o n the acquisition of insight to array problems as distinguished 
fro m insight and judgment to analyze and research an arrayed proble m. It is anticipated that a 

number of the courses in the third phase will require significant writing and substantial 

indi vidual. independent (although supervised) work . 
For more extensive discussion o f objectives. the documents on file in the Library 

should be consuhed . 
Each phase of the curriculum covers roughly one -third of the course of study . Courses 

re lated to each phase are numbered to identi fy them , respectively. with the phase of which 
they are a part . Courses in the First Phase are numbered 100- 199 and are designated 
collective ly as the 100 Series . Those in the Second Phase are numbered 200-299 and are 
des ignated collec ti ve ly as the 200 Series. Final ly. the Third Phase courses are numbered 
300-399 and have the collec tive designation of 300 Series. Each of the 200 and 300 Series 
have sub-series designated by two digit numbers . as treated in the details belo w. 

All courses in the 100 Series are required and it is required that they be taken in the 
sequence prescribed for the three programs of study offered. The other Series are e lective but 
the re are some d istributi ve requirements which should be noted in making selec tion in the 
200 and 300 Series . 

FIRST PHASE 
The courses (together with the credit hours authorized for each) constituting the First 

Phase o f the C urriculum are as fo llows: 

Law 100. Legal Research and Writing 
Law I 0 I . Contracts 
Law 102 . 
Law 103 . 
Law 104. 
Law 105 . 
Law 106. 
Law 108 . 
Law 109. 
Law 11 0 . 

Criminal Law 
History of Western Legal Thought 
Torts 
Constitutional Law 
Property 
Administrative Process 
Jurisdiction 
Secured Transactions 

Total 
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2 Cr. Hrs . 
7 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs . 
3 Cr. Hrs . 
6 Cr . Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
7 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 

45 Cr. Hrs. 
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The sequence for Phase One courses for the respecti ve programs is as fo llows: 

Fall Tenn 

FIRST YEAR: 

Law 100 I 

Law 101 .. 4 

DAY DIVISION 
Winter Term 

Law 100 
Law 10 1 .... . .. .. . . . . 

Spring Term 

Law 104 
3 Law 108 

... 3 
4 

Law 102 . . . . .. . . . . ... . 4 Law 104 . . . . . . . . . . . 3 Law 109 • • • 0 . 0 •• 4 

Law 103 ......... 3 
Law 106 ... . ... .. .. . .. 3 

Fall Tenn 

FIRST YEAR 

15 

Law 105 .. 4 

Law 106 .. 4 

IS 

EVENING DIVISION 
Evening Regular: 

Winter Term 

Law 11 0 4 

Law 110 • • 0 • •• • 0 • • 4 
--

IS 

Spring Term 

Law 101 .. 4 Law 100 
... 4 Law 10 1 

.... . ......... 3 Law 104 
Law 106 

.. . 2 Law 103 .... .. .. 3 
Law 102 
Law 106 

II 

SECOND YEAR 

Law 108 . ... . . . 4 Law 11 0 
Law 109 .. . . . . . 4 Series 200 

. . . . . . . . . . 3 Law 104 
.. . 2 Law lOS 
. . . 4 

II 

.... 4 
6-7 

Series 200 . . . . . . . . . . 3 - -

II 10- 11 

EVENING EXTENDED PROGRAM 
(Summer Attendance Required) 

4 
4 

II 

Fall Term 

FIRST YEAR 

Winter Term SpringTenn SummerTenn 

Law 100 Law 104 .... 2 Law 104 . . 4 Law 102 .. 4 
Law 101 ... 4 Law 101 . 3 Law 103 . .. . ... 3 Law 105 .. 4 
Law 106 . ... . 3 Law 106 .. . .. 4 Law 100 .. . ... I 

8 8 8 8 

SECOND YEAR 

Law 108 ....... 4 Law 110 .. 4 
Law 109 .. ..... 4 Series200 4-S 

8 8-9 
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SECOND PHASE 
The courses in the 200 Series are arranged in substructures as follows: 

(I) Commercial and Business Affairs (20 Series) 

Law 20 I . Business Associations 
Law 202. Commercial Transactions 
Law 203. Income Taxation 

(2) Wealth Processes (21 Series) 

Law 21 I . Trusts and Estates 
Law 2 12 . Real Estate Finance 
Law 2 13. Wealth Transfers or Taxation 

(3) Practice Courses (22 Series) 
Law 221. Evidence 
Law 222 . Criminal Procedure 
Law 223. Remedies 

( 4) Perspective Courses (23 Series) 
Law 231 . Legal History 
Law 232 . Jurisprudence 
Law 233. International Law 

(5) Government Regulation (24 Series) 
Law 24 I . Antitrust 
Law 242. Regulated Industries 
Law 243 . Securities Regulations 

(6) Status and Persons (25 Series) 
Law 25 I . Domestic Relations 
Law 252. International Law of Persons 
Law 253 . Labor Law 

(7) Required Course (26 Series) 
Law 260. Professional Responsibility 

Elective and Program Requirements for Phaw Two 

4 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs . 

4Cr. Hrs . 
4Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs . 

4 Cr. Hrs . 
4Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs . 

3 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs . 
3 Cr. Hrs . 

3 Cr. Hrs . 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 

3 Cr. Hrs . 
3 Cr. Hrs . 
3 Cr. Hrs . 

3 Cr. Hrs . 

Each of the following are requirements which must be met to maintain this program 

(and hence matriculation): 
I. All courses in the 26 Series (presently consisting of only one. Professional 

Responsibility) are required , and are prerequisites for the degree. 
2. 20 Series: at least two courses must be taken from the courses in this series; 

however, one course from the 24 Series may be utilized to meet this requirement . 
3. 21 Series: at least one course is required. 
4 . 22 Series: at least two courses are required; however. one course from the 25 Series 

may be utilized to meet this requirement. 
5. 23 Series: at least one course is required . 
6 . All of the foregoing requirements must have been completed by the end of the 

second year for Day division students, and by the end of the WinterTermofthe third year for 
Evening Division students. Those on probation may have programs prescribed by the 
Executive Committee which depart from this requirement. 

7 . Normally, second year Day Division matriculants may not include 300 Series 
Courses in rosters. Normally, Evening Division matriculants cannot include 300 Series 
Courses until after the Fall Term of the third year. Students should consult Academic 
Regulations for further information regarding 300 Series courses. 
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8. If the minimum 126 credit hours is presented for the degree. not more than 14 credit 

hours of the 200 Series may have been taken during the earning of the last 40 hours of the 
minimum 126. If a student desires to take more than 14 credit hours of the 200 Series during 
this period . the 126 hour total must be increased by the same amount as the 200 Series credits 
exceed 14 credit hours. 

THIRD PHASE 
The courses constituting Phase Three are in six groups. Each group is designed to 

perform distinctive curricular functions as indicated in the summary description for each of 
the groups below . 

(1) General Electives (30 and 31 Series) 
General electives are provided to afford opportunity lo r Phase Three perspective study. 

for the broadening of educational experiences in traditional course format. and for 
acquisition of a limited amount of basic educational equipment . 

Law 300. Arbitration 
Law 30 I . Conflict of Laws 
Law 302. First Amendment Rights 
Law 303 . Insurance 
Law 304. Law and Medicine 
Law 305. Collective Bargaining 
Law 306. Comparative Law 
Law 308. Intellectual Property 
Law 310. Land Use Planning 
Law 3 I I . Consumer AtTairs 
Law 3 12 . Admiralty 
Law 3 14 . Regulation of International Business 
Law 318 . International Organizations 
Law 319. Products Liability 

(2) Skills Group (32 Series) 

4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
J Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
J Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs . 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
J Cr. Hrs. 

The Skills Group is designed to emphasize either information or the actual doing of 
professional skills. The courses are designed to afford a variety of opponunit.ies for 
development of lawyer' s skills . There is an emphasis upon skills relating to the courtroom 
and the lawyer· s role in advocacy. However. there is concern for other aspects of skills. such 
as effective writing , negotiating , and working with the organized profession of which the 
lawyer is a part. For this Series. grading is on the S and U scale. 

Law 320. Trial Advocacy 
Law 324. Law and Forensic Medicine 
Law 325 . Organized Legal Profession 
Law 326. Federal Practice 
Law 327. Virginia Practice 

(3) Co-Curricular Activities (33 Series) 

4 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
2 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
2 Cr. Hrs. 

The 33 Series affords an opportunity to acquire academic credit for work that is related 
to the 32 Series and the 39 Series but has distinctive characteristics of its own . One such 
circumstance is the emphasis upon writing in different formats and contexts than the writing 
required in other groups of Series 300. 

Law 330. Law Review 
Law 331 . Jessup Moot Court 
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(4) Alternative Electives (34 Series) 

The alternative electives are offered for those who have general interests in areas of 
study in which problem courses (35-38 Series) are offered. There are restrictions relating to 

degree requirements : see Third Phase Elective and Program Requirements . 
Law 340. Corporate Taxation 
Law 341 . Communications Law 
Law 342. Energy Law 
Law 345. Fiduciary Administration 
Law 346. Housing 

(5) Problem Courses (35-38 Series) 

4 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 
3 Cr. Hrs. 

The Problem Group is designed as the principal emphasis of the Third Phase . The 
component courses in this group are designed to require indi vidual study . research. and 
writing. The exercises selected are designed to induce insight into the arraying of legal 
problems. as distinguished from analyzing legal problems. This group will utilize most of 
the institution's resources for small-group instruction. 

Law 351. Advanced Problems in Advocacy 
Law 352 . Administration of Criminal Justice 
Law 353. Corrections and Criminology 
Law 354. Judicial Administration 
Law 355. Family and Juvenile Affairs 
Law 360. Business Planning 
Law 361 . Corporate Organization 
Law 362. Multinational Business and Financial Transactions 
Law 363. Banking, Money and Finance 
Law 364. Planning Commercial Transactions 
Law 365. Employment Relations 

4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 

Law 366. Business & Commercial Transactions with Government 4 Cr. Hrs. 
Law 367. 
Law 368 . 
Law 369. 
Law 370. 
Law 371. 
Law 372. 
Law 375. 
Law 381. 
Law 385. 
Law 386. 
Law 387. 
Law 388. 
Law 389. 

Corporate Reorganization 
Estate Planning 
Advanced Problems in Business Relations 
Land Development 
Land/Urban Planning 
Natural Resources 
Communications 
International Law of Human Rights 
The Individual in Housing and Education 
Consumer Affairs 
Food and Drug Regulation 
Law and Technology 
Federal Regulation of International Business 

Third Phase Elective and Program Requirements: 

4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs. 
4 Cr. Hrs . 
4 Cr. Hrs. 

I . A student 's roster in each of the three terms of the third year of the Day Division. or 
in each of three of the last four terms of the Evening Division , shall contain at least one and 
not more than two problem courses from the 35-38 Series. At least five courses from this 
Series must be included in the elections made. One course number 320 through 324 may be 
counted toward the five courses required. 

2. In the last 40 credit hours, to earn the maximum 126 credit hours for the degree. 
credits totalling at least 26 credit hours shall be elected from the 300 Series courses. 
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3. A maximum of nine credit hours earned from Series 33 and Series 39 combined 
shall be counted toward the minimum number of credit hours for the degree . More than nine 
credit hours may be elected from these Series if the hours presented exceed 126 by an amount 
equal to the excess over the nine credit hours earned in those Series. 

COURSES 

NOTE: Not all of the courses described herein will be offered during any one year. The 
following is a description of courses authorized by the curriculum adopted by the Faculty . 
Schedules for the various terms. together with the notes accompanying the schedules, should 
be consulted to determine the course offerings and the effect of offerings upon programs. 

Law 100. Legal Research and Writing. 2 Credit Hours 
Familiarization with . and use of. the major sources for legal research. including 

appellate advocacy. office memoranda , legislative interpretations and dr&fting. and scholarly 
writing; legal terminology . 
Law 101 . Contracts 7 Credit Hours 

The course is designed to teach tirst-year students the general principles of contract 
law. A special emphasis is placed upon the inter-relationship between statutory and common 
law . A consideration of Article 2 of the U. C. C. is included . 
Law 102. Criminal Law 4 Credit Hours 

This course is designed to teach fLrst-year students the governing principles of criminal 
law: the function of criminal law and punishment ; what constitutes a crime . elements of 
homicide and theft . defense to criminal charges and the concepts of criminal responsibility . 
Law 103 . History of Western Legal Thought 3 Credit Hours 

Examines the historical development of thought in Western Civilization with particular 
emphasis upon the interface of general development with the development of legal systems . 
Law 104. Torts 6 Credit Hours 

A study of the causes of action arising from breaches of legally recognized duties 
relative to the protection of a person's reputation and property. including the traditional tort 
areas and the new and developing fields of liability with critical analysis of the fault concept 
of liability . The scope includes consideration of harms flowing from the performance of 
professional services , use of market products , and abuse of commer<;,ial power. Statutory 
substitutes for common law tort concepts- e.g ., "no fault insurance" and worlcmen's 
compensation - are considered . 
Law I 05. Constitutional Law 4 Credit Hours 

The scope includes the judicial role under the Constitution and the balance of power 
between the legislative and executive branches of government, together with a consideration 
of the limitations upon delegated powers. Topics may include the development of the 
commerce clause; scope and limitations upon the war power; conduct of foreign affairs; the 
power to tax and to spend; due process and equal protection under the 5th and 14th 
Amendments. including emphasis upon both substantive and procedural due process of law; 
the post Civil War Amendments and statutes and their limitation upon legislation , contract 
and property interests; and selected First Amendment problems. 
Law I 06. Property 7 Credit Hours 

A study of the basic property institutions; the estate system, easement. and covenants 
with an introduction to the trust concept and to real property security; conveyancing and 
priorities; the real estate contract; landlord and tenant relationships . 
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Law 108. Administrative Process 4 Credit Hours 

The evaluation of standards in the administrative processes and remedies utilized by 

administrative agencies are studied in relation to judicial process and judicial remedies. 

Law 109. Jurisdiction 4 Credit Hours 

The acquisition and extent of judicial power of federal and state courts over subject 

matters and parties in litigation. together with the effects and enforcements of judgment, 
constitute the subject matter of the course. Attention is given to the relationship of federal 

and state judic iaries. 
Law 110. Secured Transations 4 Credit Hours 

The basic problems of utilizing tangible and intangible property as security for the 

performance of obligations. The effect of the Uniform Commercial Code, the Bankruptcy 

Act and common law creditors· remedies are all considered. 

Law 20 I. Business Associations 4 Credit Hours 
The basic legal problem in the selection and formation of the business association form 

are studied with emphasis upon the corporate form. Liability of individuals involved in 

formation and operation is included . 
Law 202. Commercial Transactions 4 Credit Hours 

A study of selected problems in commercial transactions which relate to commercial 

paper and concomitant transactions. Articles 3 and 4 of the Uniform Commercial Code 
receive emphasis. together with other relevant provisions of the Code. with related legal 

doctrines relating to the resolution of commercial problems arising out of dealing in paper 

and suretyship arrangements. The impact of consumer legislation is included in the 
considerations. 
Law 203. Income Taxation 4 Credit Hours 

The basic law of federal income taxation with emphasis upon its relationship to the 
shaping of business and commercial transactions . 
Law 21 I . Trusts and Estates 4 Credit Hours 

A study of the basic devices in gratuitous transfers- the will. the trust and powers, 
together with se lected problems in class gifts. will and trust substitutes. social restrictions 
upon the power of testation . upon the formation of property interests. and upon the trust. 
Law 212. Real Estate Finance 4 Credit Hours 

The basic law of real property linancing (mortgages and related devices) is studied in 
the context of function in relation to the development of land - shopping center~. r· .1·· :.,<' 
subdivisions. etc. Re levant portions of the law dealing with mechanics liens . tax li ::ns . 

tixtures. and suretyship are included . 
Law 213. Wealth Transfers and Taxation 4 Credit Hours 

The impact of gift estate and income taxation (both federal and state) upon the 
gratuitous transfers of wealth. The conventional transfers by will and trust are considered 
along with insurance . pension. and profit sharing plans . The soc ial and economic implica­
tions for distributions of wealth and family and business arrangements receive attention. 
Law 221. Evidence 4 Credit Hours 

An examination of the way legal rules govern the proof of disputed issues of fact during 
adversary proceedings . with empha~is upon the problems of testimonial proof (hearsay rules 
and impeachment of witnesses) circumstantial proof. and real proof. 
Law 222. Criminal Procedure 4 Credit Hours 

This course is designed to acquaint students with the criminal justice system and 
practice in the system. Special emphasis is placed on the constitutional foundations for 
exclusionary rules. trial by impartial juries. the privilege against self-incrimination. the right 
to e ffective counsel at critical stages of proceedings. and the prohibition against double 

jeopardy. 
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Law 223. Remedies 4 Credi t Hours 
An analysis and compari son of legal and equitable remedies and goals. incl uding !he 

substantive law of restitution. and methods for the measurement of damages . 

Law 231. Legal History 3 Credit Hours 

A study of Anglo-American law . its growth and development. Particular emphasis is 

given to the study of political. socio-econom ic. and geo-political factors . and their effect on 
legal institutions. The course covers Continental and English pre ludes to 1066: Conquest to 

reception in the New Republic: and modifications wrought by the frontier and the 19th 

Century. 

Law 232. Jurisprudence 3 Credit Hours 
A survey of the perspectives of legal philosophy and the analysis of se lected issues. 

Examples of materials which may be se lected include consideration of analytical juris­
prudence. natural law , sociological jurisprudence. American legal realism and Marxism. 
Examples of issues which may be selected are the nature and limits of judicial lawmaking . 
legal enforcement of morality. moral status in disobedience of law and problems of liberty . 
Conceptual topics may include such matters as responsibility. justice. fundamental rights. 
valid law. and the grounds of legal abonion . 

Law 233 . International Law 3 Credi t Hours 
A survey of public international law of peace. as evidenced especial ly in decistons of 

national and international courts: drafting and interpretation of treaties: organi zation and 
jurisdiction of international tribunals with special reference 10 the International Coun of 
Justice: deve lopments with respect to the codification of the law . Included are concepts of 
recognition. individual rights and freedoms. succession. diplomatic and sovere ign immuni­
ties. consular and diplomatic exchanges ; the study of law and practice of the United Nations 
Chaner including the process of decision of the U.N .; maintenance of international peace 
and security: peaceful settlement of disputes and national and collective se lf-defense : 
formulation and implementation of human rights . 

Law 241. Antitrust 3 Cred it Hours 
The study of laws and policies relating to competition as a means to regul ation of 

pri vate economic behavior including consideration of concepts of competition and mono­
poly , selected problems of mergers. distribution. boycotts. price discrimination. and other 
aspects of the applications of the federal legislation in the context of underl yi ng policy. No 
background in economics will be presupposed. 

Law 242. Regulated Industries 3 Credit Hours 
A study of problems in the regulation of a selected group of industries : e .g . . air and 

surface transponation , and power (electrical and natural gas) . The objective is to examine 
government regulation of busi ness in the setting of areas traditio nally assumed to need 
reduced competition. 
Law 243. Securities Regulations 3 Credit Hours 

An analysis of existing legislation designed to protect the buying public in connection 
with the promotion of corporate businesses, including the federal regulation of securities 
distribution and state· 'Blue Sky Laws.·· The course is designed to develop familiarity with 
the problems of the lawyer in general practice as well as those encountered in a special ized 
securities practice. 
Law 251 . Domestic Relations 3 Credit Hours 

Developments in the status the state creates for the family. The course will survey !he 
spectrum of family relationships and activities regulated by the state, including manriage, 
legal relationships within on-going family , problems in the dissolution of the family, 
agreements concerning the custody of children and propeny settlements upon divo rce . 
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Law 252. International Law of Persons 3 Credit Hours 

An examination of national and international rights of persons. juristic and natural. with 

particular emphasis upon the individual in international relations of states. The course will 

survey the international legal system and the criteria in international law for the state 

protection of the individual in such areas as nationality.(including dual nationality). citizen­

ship. naturalization . asylum . statelessness, extradition . and deportation. There will be a 
survey of state regulation of economic activities of aliens and foreign corporations operating 
within its territory. including problems arising from nationalization or expropriation and 

settlement of investment disputes of certain types of corporate enterprises treated as entitled 
to diplomatic protection by their home states. 

Law 253 . Labor Law 3 Credit Hours 
An overview of governmental regulations of labor-management relations; analysis of 

the Taft-Hartley and Landrum-Griffin Acts; collective bargaining. strikes and picketing. and 

unfair labor practices; enforcement of the collective bargaining agreement consideration of 
contemporary legal problems in the private and in the public sectors. 
Law 260. Professional Responsibility 3 Credit Hours 

A study of the activities and responsibilities of the lawyer and of his relationships with 
his clients. the legal profession. the courts and the public. Problems of legal ethics and 

professional responsibility are treated in several contexts- e.g .. the lawyer's fiduciary duty 
to his client. the provision of adequate legal services, and the reconciliation of the lawyer's 

obligations to the client in and out of court. with the demands of justice and the public 

interest. 
Law 300. Arbitration 4 Credit Hours 

Common law and statutory developments of arbitration law: public policy and the 
tripartite relationship of government. labor and management: problems of arbitration: 
judicial review of arbitration awards; the National Labor Relations Board's deferral doctrine: 
consideration of contemporary problem areas in the private and public sectors of the 

arbitration process. 
Law 30 I. Conflict of Laws 4 Credit Hours 

The focus is upon choice of law problems. particularly in relation to property. family 
law. contracts. torts , trusts, and the administration of estates: consideration is given to 
aspects of jurisdiction. to effect of judgments and to special problems of federalism . 
Law 302. First Amendment Rights 3 Credit Hours 

This course deals with a balancing of individual freedom and the needs of society 
through a study of First Amendment guarantees . 
Law 303 . Insurance 3 Credit Hours 

Problems related to risk-shifting and risk-sharing by use of insurance. The nature of 
insurance and the insurance contract. including its form, parties. insurable interests. repre­
sentations, warranties. construction. rights and obligations of parties. Waiver and estoppel. 
subrogation, agents, brokers and remedies are included in the consideration. 
Law 304. Law and Medicine 3 Credit Hours 

This course explores the broader problems of health care and the delivery of health 
care . It examines the relationships of the legal and medical professions. Utilization of tort 
liability and its adequacy are examined together with alternatives to traditional tort liability. 
Topics include legislative controls on medical practice, human experimentation, abortion 
laws, organ transplants, euthanasia and definitions of death. 
Law 305 . Collective Bargaining 4 Credit Hwrs 

The statutory constraints upon the process of collective bargaining in both the private 
and public employees sectors; together with exploration of the administrative and executive 
prdctices and policies and the considerations of skills required to conduct negotiations. 
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Law 306. Comparative Law 3 Credit Hour; 

Introduction to Ro man law and its impact upon the two great legal systems of the 

Western World . The course deals with comparisons of the treatment of selected prob lems by 

the civil law system (as reflected in selected European Codes) with that of the common law in 

respect to a sec tion of legal problems . Materials from other legal systems will be utilized a~ 

appropriate. 

Law 308. Intellectual Property 3 Credit Hours 

Copyright. trademark. patent and protection of busi ness se.: re ts a> related to problem> 

concerning the intangible products of intellectual processes . Attention is given to the impact 

of technology - e.g .. computers, photocopiers , and microt(lrnls . 

Law 310. Land Vse Planning 4 Credit Hours 

A study of the principal devices for land use regulation toget her with the basic in terfa.:e 

of land use planning and law . 

Law 311. Consumer Affairs 4 Credit Hours 

Selected problems relating to the protec tion of consumer goods and service ' . 

Law 312. Admiralty 3 Credi t Hour, 

The basic problems arising from employment relations of longshoremen and seamen : 

introduction to the law of the sea: and se lected problems relating to busines> aspects of 

shipment by sea carriers . 

Law 314. Regulations of International Business 4 Credi t Hours 

This course analyzes recent federal enactment~ and regu latio ns concerning international 

transactions- e .g . , anti-boycort leg isla ti on. foreign corrupt practices act. etc . The course 

emphasizes the construction and application of legis lative enactme nts to speci fic factual 

situations in light of their legis lative history . 

Law 318. International Organizations 3 Credi t Hours 

The scope includes multinational , reg ional and international organizations including 

economic organizations (e.g .. The European Commo n Market) . Problems will be selected 

to require comparisons of effect and significance of different types of organizations . 

Law 319. Products Liability 3 Credi t Hour; 

A consideration of se lected problems connected with the I iabi I ity of fabri cators . JObbers 

and retail dealt:J s in products. The course is an advanced to rts course in a se lec ted area. Skills 
are emphasized. 

Law 310. Trial Advocacy 4 Credit Hours 

The basic problems in preparing for . conducting. and manag ing the trial are avai lable 

for choice. Included. for example. are preparation of witnesses. interviewing prospective 

witnesses. discovery. motion practice . pre-trial proceedings. se lec tion of jury . opening 
statement. proving a prima facie case. c ross-exan1ination . examination of expert witnesses 
and closing statement . 

Law 324. Law and Forensic Medicine 3 Credi t Hours 
An examination of the interface between law and medicine in civi l and criminal 

litigation. with emphasis on the fundamentals of anatomy and physiology as they relate to 

problems of proof. This course will explore medical/ legal aspects of the practice of law . 

including the role of the medical doctor in the preparation and presentation of personal injury 

cases, the attorney-physician relationship , the nature of various medical specialties. expert 

testimony, malpractice. and various medical subjects as they relate to the law . 

Law 325. Organized Legal Profession 2 Credi t Hours 

Selected problems concerning the individual lawyer 's relation to the organized pro­

fession and the scope of interest and responsibility of the o rganized profession. 
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Law 326. Federal Practice 3 Credit Hours 
Practice in the federal courts and the relationship of federal and state courts. The special 

rules applying to the District of Columbia. 
Las 327. Virginia Practice 2 Credit Hours 

The rules of civil and criminal practice in Virginia . The exploration of problems in such 
areas as pleadings. service of process . equity and law distinctions. statutes of limitation. 
pretrial discovery venue. and appellate practice . 
Law 340. Corporate Taxation 4 Credit Hours 

The tax implications of the organization. re-organization. financing , refinancing, 
merging. consolidating. and liquidating of corporations in the context of business planning. 
Law 34 1. Communications Law 3 Credit Hours 

A detailed examination of the Federal Communications Act and the work of the Federal 
Communications Commission with a consideration and comparison of the law relating to 
media not within the Act. The interrelationship of electronic and other forms of media and 
the industries operating them are considered. 

Law 342. Energy Law 3 Credit Hours 
An examination of energy policy under conditions of historical energy growth, reduced 

growth. or no growth. Analysis of natural resource problems as reflected in the law of oil. 
gas. and solid fuel s mining. Considerations of the interrelationships of laws and regulations 
relating to environmental controls. safety. and health with the technology of energy produc­
tion. including nuclear production . Impact of political and economic policies on the 
evolution of energy policies noted . 

Law 345. Fiduciary AdminN:ration 3 Credit Hours 
Problems in the Administration of estates of decedents, minors . and the mentally 

incompetent, along with trust administration constitute the subject matter. Particular attention 
is given the position, problems and roles of the fiduciary. The relevance of regulation of 
corporate fiduciaries is noted. 

Law 346. Housing 3 Credit Hours 
A comprehensive consideration of selected problems in the rebuilding and construction 

of American cities. The way in which housing is created by institutions- governmental. 
financial , and promotional- is examined . Current public housing programs (federal. state, 
and local) and possible alternatives are studied. Topics include financial incentives available 
to public and private sponsors, tenants ' rights. major judicial decisions. and administrative 
regulations and practices. Emphasis will be given to recent developments in tenants' rights. 
with some consideration of low-cost cooperatives and other alternatives to landlord-tenant 
relationships . 

Law 350-389. Problem Courses 
To meet the curriculum objectives described elsewhere for this group of offerings, it is 

necessary that each discrete offering, in an area identified by course name and number. be 
narrower than the described area. Hence. the attempt here is to identify the ambit of 
problems available for selection in each of the assigned titles and number, rather than to 
provide a description of a particular offering. 

It is anticipated that the offerings, at times even in the same term, will vary in problem 
content . Hence, current class schedules, with accompanying explanatory notes, must be 
consulted to determine the particular contents. 

lnstructors will make specifiC proposals and if the Curriculum Committee finds a 
proposal within the scope of one of the authorized titles, it will approve such a recommenda­
tion . The proposal will then become the course offering in the term for which it is proposed 
and will bear the number and title of the relevant area. 

-40-

School of Law Catalog 1981-1982 
George Mason University Law School

http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/catalog 



Although the problem content of offerings with the same number and title will vary (and 

conceivably could have no problem content overlap) students may not take a second offering 

with the same number and title for credit. 

The arrangement is designed to serve the two-fold purpose of ( I) preventing undesired 

pyramiding of educational experience and (2) pennitting the widest possible latitude in the 

development of courses which meet the curricular objectives set for problem courses . 
Law 35 1. Advanced Problems in Advocacy 4 Credit Hours 

The development of problem~ will avoid duplication with the 32 (Skills) Series. The 

relevant range for offerings under this designation is very broad . Any specialized aspect of 

advocacy can be selected for a spec ific offering . The offering which qualifies for 35 1 

designation is one which requires special consideration of strategy. or requires the handling 

of substantial volumes of non-legal materials or requires special insights to arri ve at the 

o rganization of advocacy . Advocacy includes negotiation as well as litigation . 

Law 352 . Administration of Criminal Justice 4 Credit Hours 

The scope includes considerations of the reconciliation of the rights of the c riminally 

accused with the public interests in safety and security of persons and propeny. Special 

problems assoc iated with crimes of violence (including sex cri mes ) and of the victims of 
such crimes may be considered . The sc ientific. philosophical. and legal bases for treating 

juvenile offenses and such areas as drug abuse (including alcoholism) as cri mes can be the 
subject of inquiry. 

Law 353. Corrections and Criminology 4 Credi t Hours 

The area includes any problem related to legal processes for the treatment or punishment 

of persons for serious criminally deviant behavior. Effects of indeterminate se ntencing . 

contract parole, and pretrial di version, all are appropriate as subject matter. as are the 

problems relating to the treatment and rehabilitation of juveniles , mentally deficient . 

educationally deficient , alcoholics , and addicts . Theories of punishment . practices of 

criminology , and the administration of correctional institutions are within the relevant area. 

Law 354. Judicial Administration 4 Credit Hours 

Any of the problems relating to the selection of the judiciary . processes of rule-making 

governing procedures and practices. relationships of the judiciary and lawyers . management 
of dockets , trials and other hearings of the judiciary , all are within the scope of the subject. 

Organization of court systems , special problems of the minor judiciary . traffic court 

problems , etc., all are within the range of relevancy . 

Law 355. Family and Juvenile Affairs 4 Credit Hours 

The wide range of involvement of the family in the judicial system - both civil and 
criminal aspects - constitutes the materials from which a selection may be made for a 
specific offering. 

Law 360. Business Planning 4 Credit Hours 

The particular offering will focus attention upon the insights and judgment required in 

making decisions concerning business enterprise. Where relevant, tax implications shall 
receive emphasis . Formation and financing business organization ; selection of form; re­

structuring ownership interests and financing their withdrawal; share repurchases for insiders' 

strategy; sales and purchases of business : all are examples of the areas from which problems 

may be selected. Antitrust implications and accountants' Liability are appropriate relevant 
contexts. 

Law 361. Corporate Organizations 4 Credit Hours 
Course content will be selected from the wide range of problems encountered in 

organizing corporations . A focus upon a cluster of problems relating to one aspect will be 

attempted in a disparate offering. For example, an offering may focus upon problems related 

-41-

School of Law Catalog 1981-1982 
George Mason University Law School

http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/catalog 



to securities regulation or upon those relating to financing the corporation. The scope is 
broad enough to consider the special problems relating to the formation of not-for-profit 
corporations. antitrust implications and accountants· li ability. 

Law 362. Multinational Business and Financial Transactions 4 Credit Hours 
Problems (arising under American. international and foreign law) that confront busi­

nesses whose affairs cross national boundaries. Import and export problems. including the 
economics of international trade. U.S. trade policy. tariffs . and other trade restriction 
international trade agreements. commercial law aspects of international trade transactions. 
and problems of trade in patented and trademarked products. Direct investment abroad. 
includ ing ince nti ves and obstacles to American investment. the right of establishment . 
fore ign corporate law problems. investments in less developed countries and protecting 
against expropri atory ac tion. The international patent and trademark system. and legal 
techniques of licensing and industrial property right abroad. Antitrust aspects of international 
trade and in vestment. 

Law 363. Banking, Money and Finance 4 Cred it Hours 
The organi zation and fun ctions of the banking industry . both domesticall y and inter­

nationally: the international banking organi zations in the pri vate sec tor. quasi-publ ic and 
publi c sectors. Relationshi p of banking to development of countri es and international trade. 
The management of money. domesticall y and internationally: the settlement of international 
monetary balances: monetary regulations . restrictions. Both micro and macro-economic 
approaches may be take n to compare impact upon soc iolog ical. economic and politica l 
componems of soc iety. Banking and fiscal regulation and the impacts on financial enterprises. 

Law 364. Planning Commercial Transactions 4 Credit Hours 
Planning to meet the problems of fin ance. security of relations . and assuring supply in 

the production and marketing of goods and services. Problems related to sa feg uarding 
interests agai nst the upset of default and in solvency are included. Interrelation of public and 
pri vate sectors are within the ambit of concern . The impact of government contracting 
constitutes an important segment of problems which may be considered. 

Law 365. Employment Relations 4 Credit Hours 
The problems selected will emphasize methodo logy for analyzing and resolvi ng civil 

rights complaints in the fie ld of employ ment. The particular offering will select from the 
fo llow ing: the a na to my o f d isc ri mina ti o n: the sources of protect io n (constit utio n . sta tutes 

and executi ve orders): identification of the protection of persons: the types of di scrimination 
(inc luding reve rse and parallel): joint liability of em ploye rs and unions: the crit ical fac tors in 
se lecting the ad ministrati ve and judicial remedy: jurisd ictional requirements: parties and 
plead ings: how to prosecute a claim (including the use of stati stics): scope of relief and 
drafting an appropriate decree: preparing preventi ve law programs for each employment 
stage- viz .. recntiting and se lection. during employ ment. and at the time of retirement or 
termination. 

Law 366. Business and Commercial Transactions with Government ~ Credit Hours 
The se lecti on will analyze an aspect of the principal problem areas in doing business 

with the United States Government . wi th some emphas is upon the caveats to be observed 
because of the unique principl es and procedures which protect a sovereign. Illustrati ve areas 
of ac ti vities whi ch may be explored include: contracts for constructi on: production of goods: 
rendit ion of services: practica l exercises in study of spec imen contracts: prosecution and 
defense of claim s: leas ing of property: disposal of surplus property: grants in aid : set-asides: 
subsidies: financial assistance and loans (e.g . . Small Business Administration and Export­
Import Bank). 
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Law 367. Corporate Reorganization 4 Credit Hours 

Concepts and problems uniquely applicable to large. publicly held corporations. 

together with the rehabilitative devices available for the financiall y embarrassed debtor 

constitute the range of problems from which selection may be made . Out-of-coun com)Xlsi ­
tion . and arrangements and reorganization under the Bankruptcy Act are obvious examples . 
The range includes the selection of problems in the context of economic and JXllitical 
activities. 

Law 368. Estate Planning 4 Credit Hours 
The transmittal of famil y wealth in the context of tax consequences - income . gift and 

estate are obvious components. The relationships of insurance . pension and prolit sharing 
plans . and business organizations are within the ambit . Considerations of public measures to 
protect family interests (elective shares. monmain. forced heirship) and to afford essential 
supJXln (family allowances . etc.) are included . Special problems which are non - ta~ - e .g .. 
effective continuation of family businesses. maximum benelits to minors by avoiding 
guardianship - may receive consideration . Effective will and trust construction (and 
drafting) are included in the range . Problems can extend to middle and small estate problems 
in addition to the large estate with significant tax problems . 

Law 369. Advanced Problems in Business Relations 4 Credit Hours 
Each offering will be a selected area of business activity - patent and licensing 

arrangements: special arrangements for compensation of senior executives: arrangement for 
representation in an area of activity. such as marketing . 

Law 370. Land Development 4 Credit Hours 
The various problems arising in connection with land development . The basic trans­

actions (contract and conveyances) in volved in acquiring sites. together with problems 
relating to restrictions and controls- both private and public . Bases of assurances for title . 
Financing arrangements for acquisition of raw land and for construction. including the 
problems of liens arising in favor of anisans. contractors and materialmen . Transactions 
with architects . engineers and others involved in design and planning and the interrelationship 
with public bodies - e .g .. planning commissions. environmental control agencies. public 
guarantors of financing. etc . The relationship of government regulation of financing and the 
development of land may be considered (e .g. , FHA). Public regulation of sale of land (e.g .. 
Interstate Land Sales Act) and the application of consumer protection legislation are 
included . Differentiation of problems arising from commercial development - e .g .. a 
shopping center- and housing are of concern . The various forms of ownership as vehicles 
for marketing- i.e. , outright sale . lease. condominium. etc . - may be treated . 

Law 371. Land/Urban Planning 4 Credit Hours 
Consideration of the plarming and regulatory functions of local, regional. state and 

national governments in controlling land use. together with attention to the relationship of 
objectives of the various governmental agencies . panicularly those of the Depanment of 
Housing and Urban Development. Identification and analysis of land control processes and 
the roles of public and private entities are of concern. Problems which may be considered 
include the relationship between planning and public finance. traffic . trans)Xlnation. )Xlpula­
tion density and growth. 

Law 372 . Natural Resources 4 Credit Hours 
The problems generated in the law of water, mining. oil and gas and timber are included 

in this topic . Systematic analysis of natural resources interactions between different govern­
ments and between government and private sector constitute imponant )Xltential materials. 
Security of property rights, multiple use and priorities of resources are within the scope. 
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Management of public lands is included . Examination of alternatives in resource policy 
development is legitimate material for inclusion. The evolution of policy in any area of 
natural resources , energy. open land. wilderness . environmental quality . etc .. is encompassed. 

Law 375 . Communications 4 Credit Hours 
The vast number of legal and technical problems of organizing . financing. maintaining 

and regulating the electronic communications industries (both domestically and interna­
tionally) are within the topic . Various problems related to the non-electronic media and the 
interrelationships of such media with the electronic afford fruitful problems for exploration . 
Government regulation - both through the Communications Act. and the Federal Com­
munications Commission, and the utilization of antitrust and other trade regulations may be 
considered . Problems selected should have a context of technological content. 

Law 381 . International Law of Human Rights 4 Credit Hours 
Theory of fundamental freedoms from philosophical to legal formulation in the Ameri­

can and French Revolutions; individual versus the state: emergence of the individual as a 
subject of international concern; social and political forces stressing need for international 
recognition and protection of human rights: setting of human rights standards . The Universal 
Declaration and its influence over the law of nations . Critical assessment of the work of the 
United Nations in the human rights field ; regional approach to the international protection of 
human rights; analysis of the case law of the European Convention. human rights in the 
Inter-American system. state sovereignty and international protection at the national level. 
due process and freedom of speech in light of different legal systems. An examination of 
current issues in developing law of human rights, including humanitarian intervention; some 
representative human rights issues such as apartheid in Southern Africa and Jews in the 
Soviet Union; the role of human rights considerations in United States foreign policy; 
problems of implementation of international human rights; and prospects for future development. 

Law 385 . The Individual in Housing and Education 4 Credit Hours 
Problems which expose the social, political and legal interactions and the difficulties of 

finding social and legal equilibrium in applying constitutional protections as a basis for 
assuring individual opportunities and social mobility; the interplay of housing availability 
and solution of access to education for large segments of population. Social and political 
impacts of the legislative and judicial solutions in housing and access to education . The 
unique aspects of judicial remedies which have arisen in the context of court involvement in 

the housing-education issues. from integration of schools to busing. 

Law 386. Consumer AtJairs 4 Credit Hours 
Legislative and other approaches to the resolution of problems encountered by the 

consumer. Topics from which selections will be made include: installment credit; creditors' 
remedies; overextension of credit and the overextended debtor; truth-in-lending; product 
quality and consumer complaints; deceptive advertising; truth-in-packing; consumer fraud; 
product safety, public representation of the • 'consumer interest. ' · Current legislative struggles 
for reform- e.g ., the Uniform Consumer Credit Code, Wisconsin Consumer Act and the 
Model National Consumer Act- may be considered. Rate disclosure; rate regulations; 
"Fair Credit Reporting Act" and trends for the future all are within the ambit of the area. 

Law 387 . Food and Drug Regulation 4 Credit Hours 
The governance of interstate and intrastate commerce in foods, drugs, cosmetics, 

medical devices and articles included in such definitions generate the basic core of problems 
for this area. The effects of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act upon research, 
manufacture, marketing and distribution constitute a source of problems. Regulatory activi­
ties of various federal agencies, including the Food and Drug Administration and the Federal 
Trade Commission, are another source. Problems will be selected which require the 
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